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17 MAR 12 NOON, STAFF MEETING, MUSEUM AT CAMP MABRY, MOPAC & 35th ST
20 MAR 10:00 AM, CHAPTER MEETING, CAMP MABRY, HQS BLDG #8 AUDITORIUM

30AM, OBREAKMIORIH, AT HWI6 183 AT

: visit our website: www.purpleheartaustbn @rgarcH 2010 I
YOUR NEXT PURPLE HEART EVENT DATES

=

BURNE

MARCH

COME TO OUR NEXT REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

10:00AM & SAT., MARCH 20th

Location: Auditorium,
New Headquarters, Bldg 8

Camp Mabry
35th St at MOPAC
Where has the year gone? ltdés hard

monthly meeting before Chapter Annual Elections in Apahd after that
(although we anticipate only a few officer changes) a new MOPH Chapter year
begins under the new administration. This meeting will feature a special guest

presentation on what is
Veterans, 0 those coming
increasing public concern. Come and learn.

currently goi
home from ser

THE ENTRANCE TO CAMP MABRY IS AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE INSTALLATION,
WEST OF MOPAC ON 35TH ST. PICTURE I D IS REQUIRED FOR ENTRY. FROM THE ENTRY,
FOLLOW MAIN ROAD TO STOP SIGN, GO RIGHT TO SECOND STOP SIGN, TURN RIGHT
AGAIN AND FOLLOW MAIN ROAD UNTIL YOU SEE THE POST CHAPEL ON YOUR LEFT. THE
HEADQUARTERS, BLDG #8, IS THE NEXT BUILDING BEYOND THE CHAPEL
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JERONIMO F. DOMINGUEZ i

\ PATRIOT) IN MEDINA COUNTY. AS A SMALL W
¢ A CHILD, HIS FAMILY MOVED TO ELGIN, TEXAS

_ = AND, EXCEPT FOR HIS SERVICE IN WW II, HE
. " HAS MADE HIS RESIDENCE THERE EVER
SINCE. JERONIMO WAS A TANK DESTROYER
CREWMAN, WOUNDED IN EUROPE ONLY
U pEc poMINGUEz  WEEKS BEFORE V-E DAY, READ THIS VERY%
1944 INTERESTING STORY BEGINNING ON PAGE 8. 7%?
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This Monthos Ra kSIS

LEADER BOARD 23

NEW MEMBERS 4

g JERONIMO DOMINGUEZ WAS BORN IN 1913}
; (THAT MAKES HIM CHAPTER .

ADJUTANTG®: 5ALL

NEWS / FEATURE / 4-120S

DEPARTMENT OF 1 13 NEWS

BIRTHDAYS / BOOS 1213

TRIBUTES / TAPS 1415

CHAPTER CALEND 16
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Chapter Notes

OUR FEB 19th CELEBRATION OF and the hardships that we were all faced with during the
GEORGE WASHI NGTORNO® S i

B THOAY WAS ONE OF TH ti me of war . T here were onl
BEST ATTENDED EVER, AND tear or two by the time this gifted speaker had concluded

THIS YEAR WE INVOLVED SOME h t Ik

PEOPLE FROM OTHER GROUPS IS talk.

THAT YOU CAN READ ABOUT

HERE. ALL THAT, AND MORE, I haq t he pl easur e Of pr 'eser
IIN THI'S MONTH6S |ss¥Yege aaN® . .award to Raymond Diaz.

exceptional service to our chapter in several key areas;
running our Purple Heart Coffee Bar operation at the

- COMMANDEROS MESSAGE VA Clinic; reviewing requests for assistance from Veterans
Greetings Patriots in need; representing us to
| would like to thank everyone for helping with the keeping the chapter stocked with Purple Heart shirts, hats

George Washingtonds Bi rt randpens forthe convenience of our membership; andjalsg n
official count of 102 in attendance and really missed theéin many, many other wonderful ways.

other patriots that were unable to attend. We were | also had the pleasure of presenting Patriot Jesse Farmer
honored to have a special guest, Josh Kelly, and his  with a personal memento, a framed copy of his story that is
family (See page 6). Josh was wounded in Iraq and haon record at the National WWII Memorial in Washington,

yet to receive a Purple Heart because he was an Army D.C. Jesse is a true American Hero and | am honored to
Medic detailed to a Marine Corps unit when wounded have had the pleasure of writing his story for the world to

and the confusion on which service is responsible for thremember him by, that being his exceptional and patriotic
paperwork still hasnot b eserviceduring WWII. Jesse truly is an American Hero. I' -

assist Josh until this is resolved. We also had a special presentation from Richard Cruz and
The Texas Society of the Sons of the American John Collins from the fiWheel
Revolution provided our Honor Guard and memberJoht hei r excepti onal program foc
Knox conducted a special ceremony honoring George War r i or s . 0 The event is set
Washington. The colorful uniforms of the SAR were  Falls Adventure Park, near Marble Falls; there will be

highly appropriate for the occasion and we greatly something for everyone and all are invited (See page 7).

appreciate their support. Thanks also to Reverend St€'g ¢, rqay. February 20, 2010, we were also honored by John
Bolen for presenting the cq) "ins, ~fAwheelers for th%

War o ceremony, and to VOG he Laked Restaurant , Wherﬂeq
of patriot songs, the eV eytastandlunch for Veterans. Numerous veterans: ﬁuk a
h.' t. We also b enefit € d b )onlyafew Purple Heart recipients attended. However, we €
Vice, who was the bugler playing Taps for r(_etlrlng the were able to (hopefully) recruit two new members for

colors at the end of a very memorable evening. Chapter 1919. The event definitely made the community
Arnold Garcia, a prominent journalist with the Austin  aware of The Military Order of the Purple Heart.
AmericanStatesman, honored us with his heartfelt sure to put our upcoming
presentation honoring Veterans. He added a special to our calendar for Saturday,

pytLeazmg pa:s o;‘o:e_tterls from :'S son,tcurrenﬂ)é ffrv'nresidence in Driftwood. Please come and have a great time.
N the Army. | old IS also an t:my ve erarrw] an k;S This was a really wonderful event last year and the chapter
so0nos etters rought a Cowes a debt of gratitude to the Weedens who have ni

a lot of us. ltwas a real pleasure ha_vlng Arnold Shar'ngraciously volunteered to be our host again this year.
some of his personal stories concerning the loss of frier

THE PATRIOT BULLETIN IS PUBLISHED, NORMALLY MONTHLY, BY THE TEXAS

CAPITAL CHAPTER 1919, The MILITARY ORDER of the PURPLE HEART of the U.S.A.,
Inc., 5701 PAINTED VALLEY DRIVE, AUSTIN, TEXAS, 78759, FOR ITS MEMBERS. JOHN BURKHARDT
TO SUBMIT MATERIAL, OR COMMENTS, OR TO REPORT CHANGES OF ADDRESS, Commander, Chapter 1919

NOTIFY EDITOR, MILT CARR, (512)343-7940. THE CUTOFF DATE TO SUBMIT
MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION IS EXACTLY 3 -WEEKS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF
THE NEXT CHAPTER MEETING. YOU CAN VIEW OUR NEWSLETTER IN COLOR,

GO TO WEBSITE www.purpleheartaustin.orgFIND NEWSLETTER IN THE MENU.
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PRESI DEN

I f you

at t he

exciting speakers,
and a wonderful
opportunity to
socialize within the
MOPH community.
During the
presentations
segment of the
evening, | was very
pleased to reveal th
year 6s Au
Member of the Yeal
The recipient is a

member in gOOd RAYMOND DIAZ, REPORTS A Hi Il I &6s Caf & BETTY CEPEDA 278-0292
standing, she holds | VEWRECORD WAS SETLAST | congress Avenue, to £
an office in the Unit | YEAR _ 49915 CUPS OF COFFEE - & ‘e < SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
Has done above an; | SERVEDAT THE CLINIC IN 2009 install othcers. - MARISOL CONTRERAS 7917532
g BY THE WAY, RAYMOND IS | hope t t | JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT
: KATHERINE CONTRERAS 272-4582
beyond for our grou | LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS ! ope to see you a E
on many occasions our next scheduled ¢ TREASURER-PATRIOTIC INSTR
and has Stepped Up [_0 . meetl_ng: Saturday’ E[; JULIE BRIDGEWATER (972) 754—4SQé
the plate numerous times representinMarch 20th beginning at 10 AM. E
- . . . TRUSTEES, 1-2-3 Yr
the Auxiliary in my absence. Come to the auditorium at Camp EMARY CONTRERAS 282-0467

wer e

...AND THERE ARE SOME OTHER BRIEF
ARTICLES ON NEW OR LITTLE KNOWN
FEATURES ABOUT BENEFITSd IT MAY SAVE
YOU SOME MONEY. BUT, MOST IMPORTANT
IN THIS AND EVERY NEWSLETTER IS THE
INFORMATION ABOUT THE NEXT MEETING
COMING UP. WE WILL BE STARTING THE
PROCESS OF NOMINATING A SLATE OF
OFFICERS FOR THE ELECTIONS IN APRIL.
PLEASE COME, THE STRENGTH OF OUR
ORGANIZATION DEPENDS ON ATTENDANCE

To6S
April; and installation of officers is
at

C 1 Unolding a position within the

) . > PUBLIC RELATIONS
the experience will be worthy of i TONY GEISHAUSER 527-8495
Ch t / your time. | thangk oéj % AJUDGE ADVOCATE
S a er - s é
PURPLE IE)lEART |n.lgld:{/én&e fot . E JAY KIMBROUGH 450-9400
COEEEE BAR thinking about this. E CHAPLAIN
. ) > RUFUS DY,E 926-5691
I'n The AukQniapril2¢spurcl icni c é
A S a | ut e t o > AMERICANISM OFFICER
SERVES COFFEE, ORANGE ) ERNIE BANASAU 894-0644
JUICE AND SNACKS, FREE OF | event, combines the |
CHARGE, AT THE OUTPATIENT | election of officers [ . AMELFARE OFFICER @ o
CLINIC EVERY DAY THAT THE and our annual picnic &
DOORSAREOPEN ITISTHE | 70 "7 "7y D SERGEANT AT ARMS
BIGGEST AND BEST THING THAT _ .  JON MEDINA 363-7705
WEDO AND IT ATTRACTS LOTs | Tesidence in >
OF FAVORABLE ATTENTION TO D”ftwoch’d- And on EOFFICERS. LAMOPH UNIT 1919
OUR ORGANIZATION. CHAIRMAN, | May 15", we return to &

ME S S /nominating officers. Elections are iIE

=
. /> MILT CARR
G €held during our May event. | would&

Birthday Dinner:arty (zn February 19ike to urge you to seriously conside~
ustin

agree that the evening was simply  aAuxiliar

enchanting. We were treated to first serying as an officer is painless ance
rate dining, fantastic entertainment,

y this term. | assure you tha@JIMMIE SALAZAR

:
%
%
3
:
1

COMMAND AND
PRINCIPAL STAFF

CHAPTER / UNIT
1919

OFFICERS, MOPH CHAPT 1919
NOTE: AREA CODES NOT LISTED AR

COMMANDER

JOHN BURKHARDT 497-5857

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER
908-4289

v
-
m
m
I
>
®
>
b4

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV VY

[ JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER
FRED HUDGEONS 258-4564

ADJUTANT
343-7940

FINANCE OFFICER
JIM BROWN 773-8274

VY

SERVICE OFFICER
(830) 868-9237

> PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, CHAPLAIN

Mabryos

headquarSic NNYs BANKSRENS5I2
We have LOTS to talk about, agreec -AUR'E HUDGEONS

258-4564

Congratulations to the Ladies
Auxiliary Member of the Year:

o/ el ol o o N e\ o e o e e e o o o o e e o o e o o o e e o o o e e o o o e o o o o o\ e S e o o o o o o e

ELAINE BURKHARDT! upon, and discuss! E HISTORIAN

DELAINE BURKHARDT 479-5857
Ladies, Unit 19109 RegardsBetty iE MUSICIAN
are upon us. March is designated for < BARBARA CARR 3437940

President, Unit 1919 =,/ /A /A A AN AN

512)

ng
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NEW MEMBERS

We have had four new members added to t he
Congratulations and welcome to:

ARNOLD CHAPA is anArmy Vietnam veteran. Arnold was wounded August 19, 1968 while serving in
the 25th Infantry Division.

LARRY A. ROMER is an Army Vietnam veteran, wounded during a-fight on June 10, 1967 when he
was a member of the 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry (Currahees), 101st Airborne Division.

GERARDO VAZQUEZVAZQUEZ i s a veteran of the 1989 Operat
Gerardo was assigned to Company B, 5th Battalion, 87th Infantry (Light), 193rd Infantry Brigade, part of
Task Force AWildcat, o moving to secure the Ball

WILLIAM R. YOUNG is an Army Vietnam veteran. He was in the 919th Engineer Company (Armored),
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (Blackhorse), when wounded.

Two additional applications that have been submitted through Chapter 1919 were still
innprocess at Nati onalt iHmeeadd gfuoarr ttehriss anse wosfl ef

CHESTER G. ALFORD, Army, Vietham
HERBERT M. BAUGH , Army, Vietham

..transferability of.E D U CAT I O NAL B E N E F I TS ..both federal and state..

Transferability of Gl Bill Educational Benefits: Transferability of Texas Hazlewood Act Benefits:

The new Pos®/11 Gl Bill (also known as Chapter Veterans who were Texas residents at the time they

33 benefits), which went into effect on Aug 1, 20C entered military service, entered service in Texas, or

is the most comprehensive federal education ben designated Texas as their home of record may be

since the original Gl Bill was signed into law in  entitled to a waiver of tuition and fees at state sup-

1944. One feature of the new bill that is attractin¢ported colleges and universities in Texas under the

great deal of attention is Benefit Transferability. Haz | ewood Act . Now, a r ec
acto allows an eligible ve

The Department of Defense is authorized to allov ynused hours (up to a maximum of 150 semester
individuals who, on or after August 1, 2009, have hours) and transfer the benefits to a child.

served at least six years in the Armed Forces anc

who agree to serve four additional years to transf There are far more conditions and restrictions than
unused entitlement to their spouse. Once the me can be listed here, so for additional information
ber has reached their 10 year anniversary they monline see www.collegeforalltexans.com or call the
choose to transfer the benefit to any family memk Texas Veterans Commissionr800-252-8387.

(spouse or children). 8 excerpted from TVC Journal, Vol 31, issue 5
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ADJUTANTS CALL <

MOPH SUPPLY LIST: Big changes voted in by TRIBUTES (Pg 14): Our recorekeeping for

the last convention have just gone into effect. Thei Tr i but eso entries, espec
was no ASupply LisPwplei rquite as rigorous as thos

Heart Magazineand National Commander Jim | make mistakes. If you send in an entry and the
Simdéds article on page 1nextnewsletterdoes notrecord that new date,

individual items are now being made available by mm/ yy, next to your name,

the vendor, Medals of America, and all Patriots are and tell me, so we can make it right.
now on the mailing list and are now receiving that _
catalog; see page 43 of their latest issue (Vol 102) STRANGE BUT TRUE: Real life turns up the

W

for our Purple Heart related items most unlikely coincidence
You can order now ofine through | CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP STATS consider believable if you were
WwWw.medalsofamerica.com or CHAPTER 1919, ASOF: FEBRUARY1,200br e adi ng f i ct i on,
many times. It just happened
th no? 38((;) (23?180%4% UL%Ol;f?r; P AD VAR WREN WOUNDED agaixwith our [J)atriot gtgries;
appearing in future issues Blirple | army VIETNAM 222 | Jeronimo Dominguez this month
Heart Magazinehat will continue |xgmy Vvt % |and Jesse Farmer moritbfore
to carry Chapter, Department and A="Y KOREA 3 |last. Jesse Farmer was born in
. ’ . . ARMY IRAQ 32 . ;
some miscellaneous items; thingg AR FORce WW I 21 Defvme, Texas, moved n-
like letterhead stationery, chapter|wanes KOREA " 17 |childhood to west of Austin in
flags, banners, official citations ar|MAYY VIETNAM 15 | Travis County, and still lives
certificates, replacement life MARINES RAQ 3 today_on the west side of Austin.
member cards, etc. ARMY 691 GULF war |Jeronimo Dominguez was born at
e wwhexcrs oz | Yancey, Texas,movedin
NEW MEMBERS: Recruiting hag ARMY KOREA&VEETNAM 1 childhood to east of Austin (Elgin)
continued to be good in recent [ arwy AFGHANISTAN 1 |and the 97 yeanld has been there
months, and notice that somethin{ Az VAN 1 |eversince. Devine and Yancy are
new has been added to our stats | MARINES LEBANON L neighboring small towns in .
the adjacent i n|urnes MARINES 1 | Medina County, only a few miles
800 present and past members, | """ OTHER L |apart. Jeronimo and Jesse were
now have for the first time a Patrig ToTAL .. eé¢phOmM very close to one another a
who was wounded in Panama. long way from here, then lived
most of their long lifetimes in this local area, and
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS CONVENTION: have just now been connected by Chapter 1919 in
This has been set for <anunlikely way. 0

Convention will be held June 112, in Fort Worth at
the Hilton Hotel, 815 Main St., hosted by Chapter ANNUAL ELECTION IN APRIL:  This next
1849. Any Patriots who are interested in attending meeting on March 20th will be the last regular

may call Adjutant Milt Carr for a Registraton Formme et i ng bef ore our annual

or for further details. year is nearly over. We have a continuing need for
new officers and volunteers at all levels. If you
PURPLE HEART STAMPS: Remember to buy  have been thinking of becoming involved in chapter

them and use them. L e tactivities, now is the time to act. Call Commandeér n't o

disuse. If the demand stays high that will argue we¢ Burkhardt and let him know what work you might
to keep them being reissued when fotss rates are be interested in, he has plenty of places to use your
raised. talent. 0 Milt Carr, Adjutant,(512) 3437940
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..Scenes From Our Last Big
GEORGE WASHINGTON@S Bl RTHDAY
€ Friday Evening February 19t h |

Some of the Chapter Patriots and Unit Ladies assembled for group pictures before the ceremonies began.

THIS WAS A FEW MINUTES BEFORE THE FESTIVITIES BEGAN SO WE MISSED
A FEW LATE ARRIVALS. FROM LEFT, ERNIE BANASAU, FRED LORD, KAN
KANNEGARD, FRANK CORTEZ, FRED HUDGEONS, CHARLES BONNEY, JON
MEDINA, TONY MOORE, RAYMOND DIAZ, HAROLD WEEDEN, SEAN CARR,
FRED REY, JESSE FARMER. W.E. (PETE ) SNELSON, JOHN BURKHARDT,

MILT CARR, JAMES BRYANT, JAMES L. BROWN, LEE HAGAN, AND RUFUS DYE.

MASKED FROM VIEW WERE WEBMASTER, HOWARD MCKINNEY AND SOME-

BODY WEARING A PURPLE HEART CAP STANDING BEHIND FRED HUDGEONS.

L) PATRIOT JESSE J.

ALBERT TAPIA HOLDING

HIS VA COFFEE BAR
VOLUNTEER OF

YEAR AWARD F

GUEST SPEAKER,
ARNOLD GARCIA,
EDITORIAL PAGE
EDITOR, FOR THE
AUSTIN AMERICAN-
STATESMAN

FARMER s ART
THE WWII MEMORIAL
BEING PRESENTED BY
CDR JOHN BURKHARDT

CHAIRMAN, AND PATRIOT
OF THE YEAR, RAY DIAZ

HAROLD AND
ELROSE WEEDEN
CAME EARLY AND
PICKED OUT A
GOOD SEAT

CHARLES AND
JANET BONNEY.

CHARTER MEMBER,
CHARLES WAS ONE
OF THE FEW WHO
CAME IN UNIFORM

PAST CHAPTER
COMMANDER
FRANK CORTEZ
VISITS WITH TONY
MOORE

OUR IRAQ WOUNDED
VETERAN GUEST,
JOSH KELLY, WIFE AMY
AND JOSH
ANNIE

FROM LEFT, MARY FRANCES COWDEN, ELAINE
REY, BARBARA CARR, ELAINE BURKHARDT, OLGA
CORTEZ, ELROSE WEEDEN, MICHELLE COLLINS,
MINNIE RICE, JENNYNE BILSKY, LAURIE ANNE
HUDGEONS, VIRGINIA BANASAU, MARLIEN RICE,
ROSALIE CASTILLO, KAY MOORE, BETTY CEPEDA,
SUE LICHTENBERGER, ELIZABETH LARSON, AND
VALERIE DYE

WHEELERS F OF SONS OF THE AMERICAN
WOUNDED OUT L REVOLUTION PROVIDED
THEIR ACTIVITIES WITH THE HONOR GUARD AND
CHAPTER 1919. FROM BUGLER, KENNETH VICE,
LEFT, JOHN COLLINS FROM SCOUT TROOP 555,
AND RICHARD CRUZ RENDERED TAPS

S MO

R ), JOSEPHINE MAYS,
(DAU OF PATRIOT WM.
H. MAYs ), AND HER
COUSIN, FRANCES
SPRINGER
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€Set up in 2001 by

PURPLE HEART SCHOLARSHIP FUND
AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

fund

This endowed scholarship
Lol -~ AUSTIN

. .Spring I s Here, Ar
LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL
.Chapter 191906s Sponsor

was established at ACC in Thi s ear o6s te be
with a grant from the National — KE@)YYIN|pY and 12 eaz l'd ABT on / t he
Purple Heart Service Foundatio (COLLEGE ) 1o yeab o _

Scholarships are open to all sl University Hills Optimists. Our ¢

veterans and veterans spouses that will pay fortWs ponsor shi p or d% ¥4 t he

of the beginning courses in Computer Science. Tl

i

gust, after the end gf Training will have started before you receive this

ommunit

fund is managed by the Austin Co Colle
Foundation. The Foundation has just published
mid-year report for the 2009010 academic year
(their final report will be in Au
the summer term).

shirts and caps has already been
placed and the coaches and players are ready to go.

newsletter. The schedules are being drawn up and

Five scholarships have been granted with $1,169 Opening Day is set for March 27th.

gaid from the fund at this point in the school year
2,538 remains available for applications receive
through the end of the 2010 term of summer clas

David Branch, UHO Baseball President again this
year, will appear at our meeting to present a report

Since its beginning in 2001, a total of 142 awardp on the youth sports program.

have been made with $41,961 paid from the fund.

WHEELERS FOR

THE WOUNDED

...One Event Down, Another Coming Up On May1st, And Chapter 1919 Is Invited To Participate...

-

PURPLE HEART VETS ATE FREE ON

GEORGE WASHI NGTON©OG S
AT ALEEOGS ALMOST AT

FOR THE WOUNDED AND

WHEELERS
THE LAKE RESTAURANT AT SPICEWOOD SHARED THE
COST OF THIS NOBLE GESTURE. HOWEVER, OF THE 18
VETERANS WHO PATRONIZED THE RESTAURANT ONLY
FOUR WERE PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS. THE GOOD

ADVENTURE WEEKEND
FOR WOUNDED WARRIORS

MAY 1, 2010

HIDDEN FALLS ADVENTURE PARK
7420 E FM 1431
MARBLE FALLS, TEXAS

Wheelers for the Wounded will bus Wounded
Warriors (and their family members) from area
base hospitals to the park for a weekendageaty
of -rmoafdfi ng, 0 camping
food and fun, all made possible b giene[ous )
sponsors. For our part, Chapter 1919 will assist
with serving the food and otherwise Bartlmpate in
L the activined/ a3t year there were 100 wounded
warriors and family members that participated and
this year there should be even more. To see more
about this event visit the website of Wheelers For

f

NEWS IS THAT TWO OF THEM ARE NOW PROSPECTIVE NEW
MEMBERS FOR CHAPTER 1919

The Wounded San Antoniowww.wftw-sa.org
and to learn more about Hidden Falls Park go to:
www.hiddenfallsadventurepark.com.
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JERONIMO F. DOMINGUEZ

Army, WW Il, Europe
Patriot, Chapter 1919

Jeronimo Dominguez was born in Yancey, Texas (Medina County) in 1913. He at =
a Missionary School in Medina County but early in his childhood years his family n ¢
to Elgin. Except for his service in WWII he has lived in Elgin ever since. Jeronimc
attended public schools but his education was interrupted by periodic trips with his
family for seasonal migrant farm work and, (at least one year), they followed the haivest

as far as North Dakota. He had complet®di@de when, in 1934 he left school for employment, mostly

as a farm hand where and whenever work was to be found locally near home in Bastrop County. In 1940
he found yearound employment with Rafael Castillo, farmer of Elgin, Texas, and assisted the owner in
producing and marketing crops and livestock, working the land with teams of horses. In September 1941,
he and Petra Cantu, a local girl were married. Three months later America entered the conflict in WWII,
and soon after that Jeronimo entered the service.

PFC DOMINGUEZ
1944

He was inducted into the Army on June 4, 1942 at Fort Sam Houston, Texas and sent to Camp Roberts,
California for Basic Training. From there he was ordered to Camp Carson at Colorado Springs, Colorado
for advanced training following which he was stationed at several other training camps before being shippec
overseas. He had qualified in Artillery Basic and as a Tank Destroyer Crewman when he sailed for Europe
on April 6, 1944.

Jeronimo Dominguez was assigned to thé'¥0ank Destroyer Battalion (SP).
The 702%was sent into France on July 11, 1944 and was attached to the 2nd Armored
Division, HAHell On Wheel s, 0 part of Gen
served with them through the Normandy and Northern France Campaigns. The
battalion went into action equipped with the self propelled M10 Tank Destroyer that
mounted a 30 gun on a variant of the M4
these were replaced with an i mproved M3
PATCH COMMON FOR  ysed the M4 chassis but it had better ciamtry mobility and speed, and it mounted
ALL TANK . . .
DESTROYER TRoops @ far more powerful 90mm gun that fired a newly developed high velocity armor
piercing shell that was capable of defeating all German armor in the field at the time.
More than 50 tank destroyer battalions served in the European Theatre of Operations and they were various
equi pped with any of several ot her model s in adc
various models simply as fAtank destroyers, o0 or r

PFC Dominguez was -ntahne cfirleowa doefr oh iisn M3 6f ifivte. d. 0 r es
maintaining the ammunition and, upon orders, loading the 90mm gun and reporting the gun ready for firing.
He remained in that position for his entire time in the"fasut he had had his chances for promotion.
Jeronimosaysl he | i eutenant wanted me to take the gunne
eyesight wastooslowt o ri sk taking responsibility for the

He was wounded March 30, 1945 when his unit was entering Germany and his tank destroyer was hit and
disabled when attacked by a German aircraft. Jeronimoisaysy e ot her cr ewmen | ump
felt no pain. At first, | could not move, but was finally able to use my left arm to get out. | hit the ground
and passed out. By t he Hewasteatéd invadididehospital where hevwwassputi r
into a cast around his rib cage and his badly injured right arm. From there he was transferred to another



