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...His Interesting Patriot Story, Starts on Pg 8... 

JOHN EVAN  
BORN TO AUSTRIAN IMMIGRANT PARENTS IN 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA IN 1914, JOHN 
GREW UP ON THE FAMILY DAIRY FARM NEAR 
ARNOLD, WISCONSIN. HE GRADUATED FROM 
ARNOLD HIGH SCHOOL IN 1931 AND WORKED 
FOR THE CCC AND WPA UNTIL DRAFTED IN 
SEPT 1941, BEFORE AMERICA  HAD ENTERED 
WWII. SERVED IN CO M, 32ND INF, 7TH INF 
DIVISION, FOUGHT ON ATTU (ALEUTIANS), 
AND KWAJALIEN.  LATER, HIS WOUNDS ON 
LEYTE SENT HIM BACK TO THE U.S. 
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CHAPTER CALENDAR 16 

INSIDE: 

YOUR NEXT PURPLE HEART EVENT DATES 

12  MAY ñ 12 NOON, STAFF MEETING, CAMP MABRY MUSEUM, MOPAC & 35th ST                                     
15  MAY ñ 10 AM, CHAPTER MEETING, HILLõS CAF£, 4700 S CONGRESS AVE                                           
17  MAY ñ  8:00 AM, òBREAKFAST AT JIMõSñSOUTH,ó  AT THE òY-IN-OAK HILLó                                        
31  MAY ñ 11AM, MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY, COOK-WALDEN CAPITAL PARK, 14501 N IH-35                                      
7    JUN  ñ  6:30AM, òBREAKFAST AT JIMõSñNORTH,ó  HWY 183 AT BURNET RD                                     
21  JUN  ñ  8:00 AM, òBREAKFAST AT JIMõSñSOUTH,ó  AT THE òY-IN-OAK HILLó                                        
       

visit our website:  www.purpleheartaustin.org 

 

PVT JOHN EVAN 
1943 

MAY CHAPTER MEETING 
 

10AM, SAT., MAY 15th 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
 

CEREMONY WILL BE HELD 

IN THE HISTORIC OUTDOOR 

ENTERTAINMENT AREA OF: 

HILLôS CAF£ 

4700 S CONGRESS AVE 
 

FOLLOWING THE CEREMONY, 

THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL 

GUEST SPEAKER PRESENTATION. 

 

EASY DIRECTIONS TO HILLS;  FROM 
SOUTH CONGRESS AVE AT BEN WHITE 
BLVD,  HILLôS IS 4 BLOCKS SOUTH, 
LOOK FOR IT ON YOUR RIGHT.    ALSO,  

EVERYONE IS ENCOURAGED TO STAY 
AND HAVE LUNCH TOGETHER AFTER 
THE MEETING 

CHAPTER 1919 PARTICIPATES IN.. 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 
CEREMONIES 

 

11AM, MON, MAY 31st 
Cook-Walden Capital Park 

14501 North Interstate 35 
(PFLUGERVILLE EXIT NORTHBOUND, 
OR HOWARD LN EXIT SOUTHBOUND) 

 

Chapter 1919 traditionally participates 

in this, one of the larger Memorial Day 

Ceremonies in the local area, that is 

coordinated by the Travis County 

Council of the VFW and attracts news 

media attention and representation 

from many other veterans organiza-

tions.  Come early and get a good seat 

in the shade under the canopy.  At 

10:30AM, Patriot Billy DeMent will 

begin with a medley of inspirational 

hymns followed immediately by the 

ceremony at 11.  



 

                 COMMANDERôS MESSAGE 

Greetings Patriots:    A great number of wonderful 

events have occurred since our last newsletter.  On 

April 4, 2010, I joined Patriot Jim Brown for the 

ñMilitary Appreciation Dayò at the Cedar Park Event 

Center where Chapter 1919 joined with other 

Veterans organizations to provide information on 

veterans benefits. We used the opportunity to answer 

Military Order of the Purple Heart questions. 
Camp Mabry held ñOperation American Heroesò 

honoring Vietnam Veterans (also known as Muster Day) 

on the weekend of April 17-18.  Bad weather kept the 

attendance low, but it was a great event with many 

attractions.  Our thanks are due to the Texas Veterans of 

Foreign Wars for their donation of Girl Scout Cookies for 

our Chapter 1919 Coffee Bar in the VA Clinic and also 

for several cases of water that had been left over that we 

put to good use at our Salute to Veterans event.   

We wish all of you could have attended our 2nd Annual 

ñSalute to Veteransò once again hosted by Patriot Harold 

Weeden and his wonderful wife Rose.  We welcomed 116 

Patriots, friends and family; only about half as many as 

last year because of some conflicting events. Fortunately 

the weather was very nice, except for a little wind early in 

the day.  We served fried catfish (catered) and had a great 

time. We were proud to display the ñTexas Fallen Heroes 

Memorialò, remembering Texans who gave their life 

while fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq Wars.  I had the 

honor of introducing our Patriot Bryce Barnes, who is 

being honored at a ceremony at Ft Benning Georgia on 

April 29th.  We were joined by Patriot Tony Moore, 

former head of the Texas Veterans Commission assigned 

to aid Veterans in filing claims for benefits with the 

 THE PATRIOT BULLETIN  IS PUBLISHED, NORMALLY MONTHLY,   BY THE TEXAS 

CAPITAL CHAPTER 1919, The MILITARY ORDER of the PURPLE HEART of the U.S.A., 

Inc.,   5701 PAINTED VALLEY DRIVE,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS,  78759,  FOR ITS  MEMBERS.      

TO SUBMIT MATERIAL, OR COMMENTS,  OR TO REPORT CHANGES OF ADDRESS, 
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Veterans Administration at the Austin V A Clinic.  Tony 

now resides in Cuero but, says he will attend more Chapter 

1919 meetings.  His plan is for us to inform Patriots when 

he will be in Austin so he can meet and assist Chapter 1919 

Patriots in filing claims and / or appeals.  This is 

wonderful!!! ï Thank you Tony, we miss you. 

Patriot Jay Kimbrough, our Chapter Judge Advocate, was 

guest speaker.  Jay has held many prestigious legal and 

professional positions and he offered insight into several 

Veterans projects he is currently involved with, including 

Texas Veterans Commission and Workforce Commission.  

His patriot story appeared in the April 2009 issue of this 

newsletter, see it in the newsletter archives of our website. 

We were honored to be joined by Chris and Loree Greta, 

founders of AdRanch, a firm known for their patriotism.  

They presented us with ñHero Braceletsò honoring many 

veterans and current military personal.  Loree Greta was 

wearing a ñHero Braceletò honoring Chapter 1919 Patriot, 

Alan Babin.   Chris and Loree also made a substantial 

donation to Chapter 1919 and plan to continue giving us a 

portion of the sales of their ñHero Braceletsò.  They have 

added Chapter 1919 to their website and will include 

upcoming events.  Our event featured many talented 

musicians. Nick Classen played patriotic songs on the 

bagpipes, and Charlie Cash, a FANTASTIC guitar player, 

accompanied the singers, and he played a very moving solo, 

the WWII song, ñIôll Be Seeing You.ò  Ann Lingo sang 

ñIôll See You In My Dreamsò accompanied by Charlie Cash 

and Patriot Harold Weeden.  Patriot Harold Weeden, an 

accomplished singer - song writer performed several solos 

and was later joined by his wonderful wife Rose in singing 

many popular songs, but I think their version of ñElviraò 

was their biggest hit.  At the close of our event I had the 

honor of conducting a ceremony disposing of worn and 

tattered U. S. Flags.  We were honored to have Charlie Cash 

continually play ñTapsò, with a very moving ñAmazing 

Graceò at the end.  Thank you Charlie, for making this 

ceremony a very memorable event. 

Please join me in offering a ñVery Special ï Heart Felt 

Thanksò to Harold, Rose and the entire Weeden family for 

allowing us to share with others our ñSalute to Veterans.ò  

Thank you very much!! 

 

                                       Chapter Notes  
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IN THIS ISSUE, READ ABOUT 
OUR ñSALUTE TO VETERANS,ò 
CHECK OUT THE UPCOMING 
ñWOUNDED WARRIORò EVENTS, 
AND BE INTRODUCED TO OUR 
YOUTH  LEAGUE SPONSORED 
BASEBALL TEAM.  ALSO JOHN 
EVAN HAS A GREAT PATRIOT 
STORY.  ALL THAT ANDé. ...  

 

 

      JOHN BURKHARDT  
      Commanderð Chapter 1919 

 



 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

 

On April 24, we combined our second 

annual ñSalute To Veterans,ò with the 

Election of Officers event, that was all 

hosted by Rose and Harold Weeden in 

Driftwood.  The day was extremely 

beautiful, and the location was serene.  

Patriots, Ladies, and guests were 

treated to camaraderie, food, drink, 

and entertainment.  It was our first 

opportunity to purchase a raffle ticket 

with hopes of being the proud winner 

of a one-of-a-kind, beautiful queen 

sized MOPH quilt. If you are 

interested in purchasing a $2 raffle 

ticket for your chance to win this item, 

call me at 278-0292.  During the 

entertainment segment, Ladies Ann 

Lingo & Rose Weeden took their turns 

at the microphone, and delighted 

everyone in the audience with their 

singing talent. 
 

Please make plans to participate and 

get excited about our next gathering.  

On Saturday, May 15, at 10 a.m., we 

return to Hillôs Caf®, 4700 S. Congress 

Avenue, for our annual Installation of 

Officers ceremony.  This will be 

another opportunity to bring in your 

clipped coupons that will be sent 

overseas, as our Unit continues to 

participate in the Overseas Coupon 

event.  As well, our unit will be 

sending two baskets that will be raffled 

to support the Department of Texas 

Ways and Means fund.  If you have 

items to contribute to our baskets, 

please bring your contribution to the 

May meeting.  Our first themed 

basket is: a BBQ products basket. 

Ideas are: seasoning salts, tongs, 

meat rubs, insect repellant, oven 

mitts, etc! The second basket is: 

Coffee/Tea basket. Ideas: matching 

mugs, tea/coffee cookies, assorted 

teas and coffees, tea strainer, etc. 

Whatever you bring to contribute 

will be greatly appreciated. 

 

This year, the Department of Texas 

Convention will be held on June 10-

12, in Fort Worth.  Location is the 

Hilton Hotel, 815 Main Street, Fort 

Worth, TX, 76102.  

  

After the Summer break we will 

meet on August 7th for the Purple 

Heart Day Celebration.  More details 

will be available in the July bulletin. 

But do plan to join us as we 

celebrate the 228th anniversary of the 

Purple Heart!   

 

Thank you for your support, 
 

Betty, 

President, Unit 1919 

             COMMAND AND  

             PRINCIPAL STAFF 

 

CHAPTER / UNIT  

1919 
 

OFFICERS, MOPH CHAPT 1919 

 NOTE:  AREA CODES NOT LISTED ARE ( 512 ) 

 

              COMMANDER 

 JOHN BURKHARDT            497-5857 
          

  SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 

 LEE HAGAN            908-4289 
                              

  JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER 

 FRED HUDGEONS               258-4564         
 

  ADJUTANT 

 MILT CARR           343-7940 
           

            FINANCE OFFICER 

 JIM BROWN                          773-8274 
 

           SERVICE OFFICER 

 JIMMIE SALAZAR        (830) 868-9237 
                        

          PUBLIC RELATIONS 

 TONY GEISHAUSER             527-8495 
          

        JUDGE ADVOCATE 
  JAY KIMBROUGH                450-9400 
                     

                   CHAPLAIN 

 RUFUS DYE                           926-5691 
 

      AMERICANISM OFFICER 

ERNIE BANASAU             894-0644 
 

           WELFARE OFFICER 

 LEE HAGAN                           908-4289 
 

         SERGEANT AT ARMS 

 JON MEDINA            363-7705 

 

 

OFFICERS, LAMOPH UNIT 1919 
                

 PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, CHAPLAIN 

 BETTY CEPEDA             278-0292 

 

      SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

 MARISOL CONTRERAS       791-7532 
 

      JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

 KATHERINE CONTRERAS   272-4582 
 

 TREASURER-PATRIOTIC INSTR. 

 JULIE BRIDGEWATER (972) 754-4393 
 

           TRUSTEES, 1-2-3 Yr 

MARY CONTRERAS              282-0467 

ñGINNYò BANKSTON            252-1512 

LAURIE HUDGEONS             258-4564 

 

HISTORIAN   

ELAINE BURKHARDT            479-5857 

 

                    MUSICIAN 

BARBARA CARR                   343-7940 

       

         

 Unit Notes  
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...AND PATRIOT FRED LORD, THE CENTRAL 
TEXAS CRSC AMBASSADOR, IS EARNING 
RAVE REVIEWS AS OUR ADVISOR, SO HEôS 
SHARING MORE WISDOM WITH US THIS 
MONTH ON PAGE 7.  BUT, WHAT WE REALLY 
WANT YOU TO DO IS COME ON MAY 15th TO 
THE PATRIOTS AND LADIES ñINSTALLATION 
OF OFFICERSò AT HILLôS CAF£ ð AND THEN 
ON MONDAY, MAY 31st, PUT ON SOME    
PURPLE AND JOIN US AT MEMORIAL DAY 
CEREMONIES AT PFLUGERVILLE   
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 NEW MEMBERS  

We have a new member that has been added to the rolls of Chapter 1919 since last monthôs 

report. Congratulations and welcome to: 

 

John Donnelly is a Marine Corps Vietnam veteran.  John was a member of Company D, 

1st Battalion, 26th Marines, Marine Amphibious Brigade, wounded on May 6, 1969 during 

operations in the I Corps area. 

...Chapter 1919ôs Sponsored Team In UHO Baseball... 
ñDIAMONDBACKSò BASEBALL 

...Our 12th Year Supporting the Youth Sports Program... 

ERIC BREWINGTON 

ESTEBAN ROBLES ANTHONY LITTLE 

CHRIS QUINTERO 

MOST OF THE PLAYERS REPORTING IN A HALF-HOUR 
EARLY FOR THE GAME ON APRIL 10TH TOOK A MOMENT 
TO ASSEMBLE FOR THIS PHOTO BEFORE DOING THEIR 
PRE-GAME WARM-UPS.  PICTURED HERE ARE JACOB  
CAMACHO, J.P. FLORES, ANTHONY LITTLE, CHRIS 
QUINTERO, ERIC BREWINGTON, ESTEBAN ROBLES, 
JACOB YBARRA, AND JAMIL CHERRY.  
 

 HEAD COACH, HANK REEVES (LEFT, REAR), IS AN IRAQ 
WOUNDED MARINE CORPS VETERAN.  NEXT TO HIM IS 
ASSISTANT COACH, RUDY BAUTISTA, WHO HAS COACHED 
OR HELPED COACH  SEVERAL OF OUR CHAPTER 1919    
SPONSORED TEAMS IN PREVIOUS YEARS.  

PLAYERS TAKING BATTING PRACTICE BEFORE THE GAME 



   ADJUTANTS CALL   
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S ummer break happens early this year.  After this 

monthôs upcoming chapter meeting on the 15th 

at Hillôs Caf®, and our participation in the Memorial 

Day Ceremony on the 31st, Chapter 1919 shuts 

down until our August 7th  

ñPurple Heart Dayò celebration 

(our 1st and 3rd Mondayôs 

Breakfasts at Jimôs, north and 

south, go on as usual but those 

are informal gatherings that 

donôt really count, see page 1).  

PATRIOT BULLETIN goes on 

vacation too, starting as soon as 

this May-June issue has gone 

out.  Your next newsletter will 

be the July-August issue. It will 

come announcing the details 

about Purple Heart Day, so 

donôt look for it before late July. 

 

Chapter 1919ôs second annual 

ñSalute to Veteransò on April 

24th was an awesome event 

once again. The pageantry of it 

all overshadowed an important 

part of the dayðthe chapterôs 

annual election. When the vote 

was taken, chapter history was 

made. For the first time ever, 

our entire command group, 

Commander and both Vice Commanders were 

elected and are serving together for a second term. 

The staff officers that served this last year are now 

hard at work preparing Chapter Annual Reports that 

are due soon. Come and 

honor all your officers for 

their service by attending 

the ñInstallation of 

Officersò meeting on the 

15th at Hillôs Caf®.  

 

There are some unusual things about Chapter 1919ôs 

newest member, Patriot John Donnelly, who has just  

joined this month (see facing page).  Most 

remarkable is that he is a third generation purple 

hearter, we had never heard of that before.  His 

father, John F. Donnelly, an Army WWII veteran of 

the 1st Infantry Division (the Big Red One), was 

wounded in Normandy after 

participating in the D-Day 

Invasion landing.  His 

grandfather, Charles Donnelly, 

had served in the 69th Infantry 

Regiment (New York National 

Guard) in WW I, and was 

wounded three times during 

the fighting in France.  The 

other unusual thing is that 

John became a Chapter 1919 

ñboosterò immediately upon 

joining. In fact, you can find 

his name on both page 4 and 

page 13 this month, and our 

Finance Officer appreciates 

his initiative. 
 

Patriot Fred Lord who sent us 

last monthôs article on Combat 

Related Special Compensation 

(CRSC) got such tremendous 

response that we are taking 

advantage of his expertise 

again in this issue.  This time 

he educates us on the 

complexities of VA Math; see his article on page 7. 
 

The chapterôs power point record of member photos 

continues to grow, and we will show it again on 

Purple Heart Day, thatôs a 

promise. If you are not in it 

already, mail a photo of you 

in uniform to me at the 

return address of this 

newsletter and Iôll scan and 

return it promptly, or if you have digital 

photographs, you can e-mail those to me at 

adjutant@purpleheartaustin.org.  

         ðMilt Carr, Adjutant, (512) 343-7940   

 
CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP STATS  
CHAPTER 1919, AS OF; APRIL 1, 2010 

 

SUMMARY BY COMBINATION OF SERVICE 
AND WAR WHEN WOUNDED 

 

ARMY  VIETNAM  221 

MARINES VIETNAM    86 

ARMY  WW II    74 

ARMY  KOREA    33 

ARMY  IRAQ    32 

AIR FORCE WW II    21 

AIR FORCE VIETNAM    18 

MARINES KOREA    16 

NAVY  VIETNAM    15 

MARINES WW II    12 

MARINES IRAQ    11 

NAVY  WW II      6 

ARMY  ó91 GULF WAR     3 

ARMY  WW II & KOREA     2 

MARINES WW II & KOREA     1 

ARMY  KOREA & VIETNAM    1 

MARINES ó91 GULF WAR      1 

ARMY  AFGHANISTAN      1 

ARMY  PANAMA       1 

ARMY  SOMALIA       1 

MARINES LEBANON      1 

NAVY  KOREA       1 

MARINES OTHER       1 

NAVY  OTHER       1 
 

                                             TOTALéééé..561 

..YOUR NEXT ISSUE OF PATRIOT BULLETIN 

WILL BE THE JULY-AUGUST ISSUE THAT 

ANNOUNCES THE DETAILS OF PURPLE 

HEART DAYé.SO DONôT LOOK FOR IT  IN 

YOUR MAILBOX BEFORE LATE JULYé. 
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...Scenes From Chapter 1919ôs Bigé 

2nd Annual ð ñSALUTE TO VETERANSò 
...Saturday, April 24th, at the Weedenôs in Driftwood...  

PICNIC PARTICIPANTS COLLECTED UNDER THE PAVILLION 
INCLUDE JOHN AND ANN LINGO, JIMMIE MARTINEZ, LES 
AND JOANNE ALLEN, BETTY CEPEDA, JUDY MCKINNEY, 
FRED AND ELAINE REY, AND JOHN ELI 

PATRIOTS CONDUCTING BUSINESS AT THIS ELECTION MEETING 
INCLUDE JACK HADSELL, IZZELL BANKSTON, GABRIEL TAMAYO, 
BRICE BARNES, RUFUS DYE, BOB WARD, TONY MOORE, FRED REY, 
LEWIS WRIGHT, AND JON MEDINA 

PATRIOT JAY KIMBROUGH ADDRESSES 
THE AUDIENCE 

COMMANDER JOHN BURKHARDT 
AND HOSTESS, ELROSE WEEDEN DO 
SOME SERIOUS FUND RAISING 

BAGPIPER NICK CLASSEN ADDS TO THE 
SOLEMN SPIRIT OF THE CEREMONIES  

MADISON HUGHES DISPLAYED HIS EXTENSIVE 
COLLECTION OF WWII VINTAGE MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT, MANY ITEMS OF WHICH CAN 
RARELY BE FOUND ANYWHERE TODAY 

WWII  NOSTALGIA WAS THE THEME AS 
ANN LINGO SINGS ñIôLL SEE YOU IN MY 
DREAMSò  AND LATER, CHARLIE CASH 
(LEFT), PLAYED  SOLO ñIôLL BE SEEING 
YOU, ò ALL TO A CAPTIVATED AUDIENCE 
LEAVING NOT A DRY EYE IN THE CROWD 

ELROSE WEEDEN AND HER 
HUSBAND HAROLD (MASTER 
OF CEREMONIES FOR THE 
DAYôS ENTERTAINMENT)     
RENDERED THE AIRBORNEôS 
TRADITIONAL, ñELVIRA,ò AND 
SEVERAL OTHER FAVORITES  
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...Reminder for what elseôs happening this Monthé 

WOUNDED WARRIOR  
DINNER (May 27) & TRIATHLON (May 31) 

The Wounded Warrior Dinner is a fundraiser for the 
Wounded Warrior Disabled Sports Project, a joint 
effort of Disabled Sports USA and the Wounded 
Warrior Project.  All proceeds from the Dinner and 
the Triathlon will be donated to the Project. 

 

The Capitol of Texas Triathalon has been run for 
the past 20 years and the Triathlon raised funds for 
Wounded Warriors last year, but this will be the 
first time for the Dinner fundraiser.  The combina-
tion of these two programs is the cornerstone for the 
hopeful recovery of disabled vets by reinvigorating 
their lives with athletics and building confidence in 
their abilities.  The Dinner will be in the downtown 
Austin Hyatt Regency on May 27th, and will feature 
prominent civic and military leaders, special      
presentations, and silent and live auctions. Support 
is needed for both events, especially for the dinner.  

 

For more information:  www.woundedwarriordinner.com. 

To volunteer to help, e-mail:   rick@captextri.com. 

PATRIOT  FRED LORD EXPLAINS  ñVA MATHò FOR DISABLED VETS 
VA MATHðHave you ever wondered when you reviewed your VA award letters in which disability 

awards of 20%, 20% , 10% and 10% did not add up to 60%, well welcome to the world of VA math.  The 

VA rating schedule was designed in 1945 to include the diminishing effect factor each disability has on the 

amount of ñwellnessò that an individual attains.  The VA considers everyone starting out as 100% well and 

if your first rating was 20% then you are now 80% well and 20% disabled.  Then you received a second  

rating of 20% which you would add to now 80% well times 20% disability which would give you an        

additional 16% disabled or 64% well and 36% disabled.  If you add in your third disability of 10% then you 

would arrive at 64% well times 10% disability for an additional 6.4% disabled or 58% well and 42%       

disabled.  The last disability of 10% then adds in as 58% well times 10% disability for an additional 5.8% 

or 52% well and 48% disabled therefore the final evaluation is 50% disabled because the VA uses a round-

off rule so oneôs rating goes to nearest number divisible by ten.  For example, a rating of 45 or greater 

would be 50 whereas 44 or lower would be 40. 

Because the above explanation may appear to be somewhat complicated, the VA uses the combined ratings 

table found in 38 C.F.R Part 4, see it at  website http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/bookc.html.  Using the same 

example described above you would enter the table at line 20 and go over to column 20 for a rating of 36 

then for the next 10% go to line 36 over to column 10 for a rating of 42 and for the last 10% go to line 42 

over to column 10 for a rating of 48 which would equate to a final rating of 50% because of the rounding 

factor.  You should now be able to figure out your own final rating and understand the wellness rational the 

VA uses to determine final ratings if you have multiple ratings.  If a veteran has a bilateral factor which is 

caused when a partial disability results from disease or injury of both arms, or legs or paired skeletal     

muscles then the ratings will be combined as usual and 10% of this value will be added, not combined,    

before proceeding with further combinations or converting to degree of disability which will be the subject 

of the next article for this newsletter.  Again if you have any questions please contact me, Fred Lord, phone 

512-733-2422 or, e-mail me at flord@att.net.   

...Camp Mabryôs Muster Day was theé 

AMERICAN HEROES CELEBRATION  

...April 17-18th Weekend, andé 
 

Chapter 1919 was there as usual to greet the public 

and provide information about the Order and our 

Chapter as the crowds were taking in the Texas mili-

tary history displays, battle re-enactments, touring the 

museum and other attractions.  Here, Raymond Diaz 

and John Burkhardt  tend our Purple Heart booth.   
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JOHN EVAN  
Army, WW II, Pacific 

Patriot, Chapter 1919 
 

John Evan was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1914, the second of seven children 

born to Austrian immigrant parents.  Mike Evan and Marie Elavsky had first met 

onboard the ship bringing them to America (about 1910-11), and married shortly after 

their arrival.  Initially, Mike Evan worked in a foundry until he developed health 

problems, after which he took up farming on the outskirts of Minneapolis (at Brooklyn 

Center), where he raised vegetables and marketed them in the city.  In 1924 the Evan 

family moved to a 200-acre farm outside the little town of Arnold in Chippewa County, 

Wisconsin. They started a dairy operation with 20 Holstein milk cows and John and his three brothers got to 

do the milking, morning and night, before and after school.  Years passed and that arduous work was finally 

eased somewhat only when electric power was extended to their area in the early 1930ôs and they acquired 

milking machines.  At the same time, a refrigerator and a washing machine made things easier for Johnôs 

mother and electric lights improved the quality of life for everybody. 
 

John graduated from Arnold High School in the Class of 1931 and, with limited employment opportunities 

because of the great depression, he worked for the Civilian Conservation Corps (C.C.C.), doing forestry 

service work.  He lived in the barracks at the Camp in Clam Lake, Wisconsin and worked as a truck driver.  

He later worked for the W.P.A. driving a gravel truck for some time, but was back home working on the 

family farm in 1941 when his draft notice came.  It was still several months before Americaôs entry into 

WWII when John Evan was inducted into the Army.  He was sworn into service on September 24, 1941 at 

the Induction Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and sent to Fort Ord, California. 

John says, ñI had been dating Ann Bozonie and she wanted to get married 

before I left for the service but I didnôt want to because I thought I might not 

come back.  I asked her to wait for me and she said she would.  She wrote often 

and sent me cookies until I came home in June 1945.ò 
 

John was immediately assigned to a heavy machine gun squad in Company M, 

32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division, and he received all of his training 

in the unit. The division had been activated only months before and had very 

little of its authorized equipment.  John went through training carrying a wooden 

gun.  After basic training, his unit was assigned to transport Japanese American 

citizens from their homes to train depots for further transport to internment 

camps.  John says, ñThat was a terrible thing and it was hard for me to do.  

People were crying as they were being taken away from their homes and places 

of business, not knowing where they were being taken. 
 

When that assignment was over the division was sent to Camp Luis Obispo.    

We went into training for desert warfare in the Mojave Desert, in anticipation  

of being sent to North Africa.  However, Japanese forces moved into the 

Aleutian Islands, so it was decided that we would be sent to clear them out.  The biggest problem was that we 

were outfitted for a desert environment when, in the spring of 1943 we were diverted to the Aleutians where  

it was still bitterly cold.  Attu Island was taken back, but we had no Arctic clothing or boots either during or 

after the fighting; and we had no tents or shelter from the weather. Sleeping bags were just laid out on the 

ice, exposed to the elements and as a result, many of the troops, including me, suffered cold weather injuries. 

I was hospitalized for frostbite and one of the doctors wanted to amputate my right foot.  Fortunately, 

PVT JOHN EVAN 

1943 

 

7th INFANTRY DIVISION 
SHOULDER SLEEVE PATCH 

32nd INFANTRY REGIMENT            

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA 
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another doctor wanted to wait for a few days, and thanks to him I still have my foot.  Tents and wood stoves 

were finally issued so the troops could be warm inside, but it was still wet and cold outside. After a month 

in the hospital I was sent back to my unit shortly before we boarded a troop ship taking us to Hawaii.  

There, we began training for jungle fighting and amphibious landings. Hawaii would be the divisionôs base 

of operations for the remainder of the war.ò 
 

On February 1, 1944, the 32nd Infantry assaulted Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands, and after five days of 

combat, together with the 184th Infantry Regiment, eliminated all enemy personnel on the island.  They 

returned to Hawaii on February 14th and started preparations for the next operation, the retaking of the 

Philippines.  The 32nd Infantry spearheaded the first landings on Leyte and then fought in swamps, jungles 

and mountains in some of the bitterest fighting in the Pacific.  John Evan recalls, ñOne day (Oct 3, 1944) 

after we had fought across Leyte and reached the opposite side of the island, while awaiting orders to move 

forward, a mortar shell landed in the middle of my six-man machine gun squad.  Three of my buddies were 

killed instantly and the rest of us were injured. I had a flesh wound in my leg and shrapnel in my hip and 

was sent to a field hospital set up in tents on the island. I was awarded the Purple Heart while in the hospital 

there on Leyte. From there, I was shipped to the hospital on Guam and, after some time there, I was put 

aboard a merchant ship headed for home (on Feb 24, 1945).  It took more than a month for that ship to go 

from Guam to Seattle, Washington.  In Seattle I was sent by train to Fort Sheridan, Illinois.ò 
 

 Upon arrival at Fort Sheridan he was allowed two weeks home leave and he and Ann Bozonie took that 

opportunity to get married.  After a few months in the training cadre at Fort Sheridan John was discharged 

on June 7, 1945.  He and Ann moved to Minneapolis where he initially took a job with Minneapolis 

Moline.  They had a son, Gary, in 1946 and four years later after daughter Joanne was born the growing 

family bought a two-bedroom bungalow.  John was then working for a cold storage plant where the pay was 

better and he worked there for 27 years.  Ann worked for Honeywell for several years, but died with breast 

cancer in 1962 when their children were only 12 and 8 years old. 
 

In 1964 John Evan married Genevieve Monn.  John was still 

working at the cold storage plant later when Genevieve developed  

a skin condition requiring a move to a dry climate.  The children 

were grown and on their own at the time, so John and Genevieve 

moved to New Mexico and John began working in home 

construction.  Five years later, when that job ended and other work 

could not be found there or back in Minnesota, they moved to 

Texas where he resumed working in the home construction 

industry until retirement in 1979.  After a long illness, Genevieve 

died of cancer in 2003. 
 

Johnôs ñunplanned destinyò as he calls it, continues as he describes 

it this way, ñI married Patricia Parks, whom I had known for six 

years, in February 2005.  In October 2005, I had a bad fall due to  

a fainting spell and had a pacemaker implant; and then had  

surgery for a blood clot on the brain that had resulted from the 

fall.ò  Johnôs present VA disability rating is a result primarily of  

his cold weather injury in the Aleutians rather that than his wounds 

from mortar fire on Leyte, and he reports, ñ At this writing, I am in 

good health for someone my age (he is 95) and remain an active 

retiree.ò  He has been a member of Chapter 1919 for the last 

fourteen years and this month PATRIOT BULLETIN proudly 

salutes Patriot John Evan. 

JOHNôS HEAVY MACHINE GUN SQUAD AT 
ñINSPECTION ARMS.ò JOHN EVAN IS NEXT TO 
RIGHT IN PHOTO 

THE HEAVY MACHINE GUN SQUAD CARRYING 
COMPONENTS OF THEIR DISSASEMBLED GUN. 
THESE PHOTOS WERE FROM CAMP LUIS 
OBISPO, CALIFORNIA BEFORE THE 7TH INF  
DIVISION DEPLOYED TO THE ALEUTIANS 
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DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS NEWS  
...For Every MOPH Chapter & LAMOPH Unité 

MOPH 
PHONE NUMBERS 
 

COMMANDER  

RAUL CAMPBELL  (210) 681-1285 
 

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 

SAMUEL LUNA (281) 395-9152 
 

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER 

               VACANT 
 

CHIEF OF STAFF 

JACK PALMER (254) 554-7045 
 

ADJUTANT 

FEDERICO REY (512) 339-8034 
 

FINANCE OFFICER 

WAYMON FAULKNER (817) 834-4181 
 

SERVICE OFFICER 

ROCKY HERNANDEZ (254) 628-1323 
 

SGT-AT-ARMS 

OCTAVIO LAGUNA  (409) 423-4977 
 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 

C.W.(BUD) NETTLES (936) 462-8519 
 

INSPECTOR 

ROBERT HERNANDEZ (254) 694-4215 
 

WELFARE OFFICER 

PETER ROSIE  (210) 826-8714 
 

NATIONAL EXCECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN 

DELEON WESTON (915) 821-3880 
 

ALTERNATE NATôL EXEC COMMITTEEMAN 

HARRY SMART (210) 648-4529 
 

AMERICANISM OFFICER 

RAUL CAMPBELL (210) 681-1285 
 

CHAPLAIN 

DON WILSON (817) 595-2626 
 

 

LAMOPH 

PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY  

MAMIE CAMPBELL   (210) 681-1285 
 

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

KATHY FOOTMAN (254) 681-8807 
 

JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

GLORIA LUNA  (281) 395-9152 
 

TREASURER  

BETTY CEPEDA  (512) 278-0292 
 

SGT-AT-ARMS 

INEZ BROOKS  (281) 650-2886 
 

TRUSTEES 

1-YR, DOE SMART (210) 648-4529 

2-YR, DEE KIRKLEY (936) 615-5420 

3-YR, CATHERINE JOHNSON (936) 294-0808 

FOR MOPH CHAPTERS 

Patriots,  By now you have a new 
leadership within your Chapter. 
Congratulations on your acceptance 
as an Officer for the MOPH Dept 
of Texas Chapters. 
 

The first line of communication is 
from our Region V Commander, 
Fred Rey; our National Commander 
Sims and Adjutant Leonard for ALL 
Chapters to comply with the 
following:  Each Chapter is required 
to send the 990 form and the EIN 
(Employee Identification Number) 
to the IRS.  If you do not send in 
your forms you stand to lose your 
non-profit status.  Also, National 
Headquarters will not send your 
rebate checks until you send them a 
copy of both the 990 form and the 
EIN form. If you do not know your 
EIN number, phone the IRS to get 
it.  If you do it by mail, it will take 
weeks. If you have not sent the 990 
form by now, e-mail us at 
Department ASAP so we can follow 
up on it with you. 

 

We have a new MOPH Chapter in 
Kingsville, Texas.  We want to 
congratulate the new members and 
new Chapter Commander, Juan 
Escobar, for their hard work in 
recruiting and starting up the new 
Texas Chapter 816. 
 

The other thing you as Chapter 
Commander have to support is the 
2010 Department Convention to be 
held in Fort Worth from June      
10-12.  The registration form can be 
obtained by calling Richard 
Whitehead, 1-817-551-6108, or we 
can e-mail you one.  Commanders, 
SVC, JVC or any member of 
MOPH can and should attend the 
Department Convention.  This is 
where you learn more of what our 
great MOPH stands for and does 
throughout our great Nation. Pass 
the word to the membership of 
your Chapter, and weõll see you in 
Fort Worth next month. 

 

Raul Campbell, Commander                                                                    
MOPH, Department of Texas                                                                         
210-681-1285 

FOR LAMOPH UNITS 

Ladies, 
 

Upon the arrival of this issue, all units 
will have new officers for 2010/2011-
Congratulations!! For all you òfirst 
timersó as officers, I know you have 
encouragement and support from past 
officers and members. For those that 
are òre-newingó their terms for another 
year, òthank youó for keeping the 
leadership in your Auxiliary. We are 
known as a Volunteer organization and 
every project, volunteer time, efforts to 
assist our veterans and their families is 
sincerely appreciated-òThank you 
Ladies Auxiliaries of Texasó! 
EIN (Employee Identification 
Number) & IRS- By now all non-profit 
organizations need to have the 990 
forms and their EIN Number filed 
with the IRS. Please donõt hesitate to 
contact your local IRS office to make 
sure your Auxiliary has everything in 
order-its best to call them. 

 

Kingsville, Texas has a brand new 
MOPH chapter (816). During this 
month I will be visiting and meeting 
with the ladies of Kingsville with hopes 
and excitement to charter a new 
Auxiliary for South Texas. More news 
to follow after this trip/meeting. 
2010 Texas Department Convention to 
be held in Fort Worth, Texas, June 10-
12 @ Hilton Hotel (815 Main St. Fort 
Worth, TX). Hotel reservations to: 1-
817-870-2100. 
 

We will have the opportunity to hear 
all about the great work your 
Auxiliaries have contributed to 
veterans and their families as well as 
your communities. 
Have a safe trip to Department 
Convention in Fort Worth, Texas! 
Looking forward to visiting with 
everyone. 
 

God Bless! 
 

Mamie Benitez Campbell-President 

Department of Texas  
Ladies Auxiliary 
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WHAT CHAPTER 1919 DOES 
 

PROVIDING FOR THE NEEDS OF DISABLED VETERANS THROUGH THE VA  
 

VA annually provides services for veterans costing billions of dollars.  But, there are always things not   

provided for in the budget that are needed at the local level, and thatôs where Chapter 1919 can step forward 

and help out.  In the picture here below, last month Chapter Finance Officer, Jim Brown, ( C )  presented 

checks for the Austin VA Outpatient Clinicôs patient emergency travel fund to Gregory Vrentas, Clinic   

Administrator, and for Rachel Misiti, LCSW, the OEF / OIF Combat Veteran Case Manager at the Clinic. 

OEF/OIF VET ASSISTANCE 

This is a recent initiative especially to 

provide help when needed by recently 

discharged combat veterans coming to 

live in this area.  Chapter 1919 was 

proud to provide Combat Veteran 

Case Manager, Rachel, with a check. 

VA PATIENTS EMERGENCY TRAVEL  

Disabled Veterans receiving care at the Austin VA Clinic some-

times require treatment at distant medical facilities. Although    

they can be paid a travel allowance when they make the trip, there 

are some needy veteran patients that, without help, would miss 

medical appointments in distant locations because they havenôt the 

money to get there from here when the time comes to travel.  In 

such cases, the Social Work staff can draw on this fund and send 

the patient on their way with a voucher for bus travel and a small 

allowance for incidental expenses enroute. In the photo, Jim has 

just handed Gregory a $600 check donation to the emergency 

travel fund. It was only the latest of many.  Chapter 1919 has been 

a benefactor of this fund throughout our history, beginning even 

before starting the Purple Heart Coffee Bar operation, and this 

check contribution puts us over $6,000 for a lifetime total.    

...April 3rd was... 

MILITARY APPRECIATION  

DAY 
...at the Cedar Park Events Center... 

MOPHôs 2010 ROTC LEADERSHIP AWARDS 

As this issue of PATRIOT BULLETIN was going to press, the 

end-of-school Awards Programs for the eight University ROTC 

and nearly two dozen High School JROTC programs that Patriot 

Lee Hagan has been coordinating in this chapterôs area schools 

were about half way through.  Patriot Howard McKinney (left 

photo) went to the Fredericksburg High School Navy JROTC 

ceremony on April 10th to present our award to Cadet LCdr 

Daniel Martinez; and in the right photo, Lee presents the award 

at Brenham High School to Marine JROTC Cadet LtCol Kyle 

Stetler as members of the instructor group at Brenham look on. 

Commander John Burkhardt, R), with 

Jim Brownôs help with the Chapter 

1919display , joined 60 otherVeterans 

Groups in presenting information to the 

public on the afternoon of April 3rd, all 

before the hockey team took to the ice. 


