
SEPTEMBER 
 

...COME TO OUR NEXT MEETINGé 

 
SATURDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 18th  

 

LOCATION:  LEGION POST 76  
                         2200 VETERANôS DRIVE 

 

MEETING BEGINS AT 10AM  
BUT COME EARLY TO ENJOY 

COFFEE, PASTRIES & SOCIALIZING FROM 9AM  
AND ANY MEMBERSHIP BUSINESS OR QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE 

 

PROGRAM:  THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL BRIEFING AND 

VIDEO PRESENTATION ON THE NEW PROJECT FOR AN   

EDUCATION CENTER C0-LOCATED AT THE VIETNAM WALL  
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...This Monthôs Feature Story, Starts On Page 8... 

FRED G. HUDGEONS 
FRED SAW AN AIRBORNE DEMONSTRATION 
THEN COULDNôT WAIT TO ENLIST.  INJURED 
AND PUT OFF JUMP STATUS AFTER ONLY 
TWO MONTHS AT FORT CAMPBELL, HE 
WENT ON TO A 24-YEAR CAREER, SERVING 
6 DIFFERENT REGULAR ARMY INFANTRY 
REGIMENTS IN 5 DIFFERENT DIVISIONS AND 
A SEPARATE BRIGADE. AND, FRED IS ALSO 
LIVING PROOF OF THE OLD SAYING THAT IF 
THE ARMY HAD WANTED YOU TO HAVE A 
WIFE THEY WOULD HAVE ISSUED YOU ONE. 

LEADER BOARD 2-3 

NEW MEMBERS 4 

ADJUTANTõS CALL 5 

NEWS / FEATURE / PHOTOS 4  - 12 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS NEWS 10  

BIRTHDAYS / BOOSTERS    12 - 13 

TRIBUTES / TAPS 14 - 15 

CHAPTER CALENDAR 16 

INSIDE: 

YOUR NEXT PURPLE HEART EVENT DATES 

15  SEP ñ  12 NOON, STAFF MEETING, AMERICAN LEGION POST 76,  2200 VETERANõS DRIVE                                   
18  SEP ñ  10AM, MEETING, AMERICAN LEGION POST 76,  2200 VETERANõS DRIVE                                 
20  SEP ñ   8:00 AM, òBREAKFAST AT JIMõSñSOUTH,ó  AT THE òY-IN-OAK HILL,ó HWYS 290 & 71                                            
4    OCT ñ  6:30AM, òBREAKFAST AT JIMõSñNORTH,ó  HWY 183 AT BURNET RD                                     

       

visit our website:  www.purpleheartaustin.org 

 

PVT HUDGEONS 
1962 

 

DIRECTIONS FROM NORTH AUSTIN: 

TAKE MOPAC  TO LAKE AUSTIN BLVD 
EXIT.                                                         
GO PAST LAKE AUSTIN BLVD.             
THE POST IS ON THE RIGHT 

 

DIRECTIONS FROM SOUTH AUSTIN: 

TAKE MOPAC TO LAKE AUSTIN BLVD EXIT.                                                  
TURN LEFT ONTO LAKE AUSTIN BLVD.       
GO LEFT ONTO FRONTAGE ROAD.         
THE POST IS ON THE RIGHT 



 

                 COMMANDERôS MESSAGE 
 

Greetings Patriots:  Our last meeting was to honor 

our Korean War Veterans; many of whom never 

received an acknowledgement that they served, were 

wounded and / or killed.  It has now been over 60 

years since the start of the Korean War.  It was the 

general misconception by the public and many 

politicos that it never was a real war.  Korean War 

Veterans were often ill-equipped and serving under 

some of the harshest conditions imaginable.  

Governor Rick Perry was unable to attend; however 

he issued a Proclamation honoring the Korean War 

Veterans of Chapter 1919.  Governor Perry went the 

extra step of issuing an official letter of thanks to 

each of our 52 Korean War Veterans.  I had the 

honor of presenting the letters to each of our Korean 

War Veterans that were present at the meeting.  I 

wish I could have personally presented them all; it 

was a true honor I will never forget.  The letters that 

I was not able to present have been mailed to our 

remaining Korean War Patriots and should have 

arrived by the time you get this newsletter.   
 

Our guest speaker was Ms. Aditi Worcester of ñSave 

Their Storyò, who stressed the importance of saving 

our stories for future generations.  I know we have 

all asked ourselves, why didnôt I ask ééééé 

about their life stories?  For most of us it is too late 

to ask any of those questions.  Someday some of our 

relatives will be asking the same question.  We have 

the opportunity to write, record or video record our 

 THE PATRIOT BULLETIN  IS PUBLISHED, NORMALLY MONTHLY,   BY THE TEXAS 

CAPITAL CHAPTER 1919, The MILITARY ORDER of the PURPLE HEART of the U.S.A., 

Inc.,   5701 PAINTED VALLEY DRIVE,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS,  78759,  FOR ITS  MEMBERS.      

TO SUBMIT MATERIAL, OR COMMENTS,  OR TO REPORT CHANGES OF ADDRESS, 

NOTIFY  EDITOR,   MILT CARR,   (512) 343 -7940.     THE  CUTOFF DATE  TO  SUBMIT 

MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION IS  EXACTLY  3 -WEEKS PRIOR  TO  THE  DATE  OF 

THE NEXT CHAPTER MEETING.  YOU CAN VIEW OUR  NEWSLETTER  IN  COLOR, 
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stories.  That way they can always be passed to the 

next generation.  I encourage each of you to take this 

important step and preserve your history before it 

becomes lost in time.  Next we had the drawing for the 

Purple Heart Quilt, which had been designed by Rose 

Weeden.  All total, the Quilt Raffle brought in $1,108 

for Chapter 1919.  Rose said we will do it again after 

the first of the year ï this time it will be a King Size ï 

Purple Heart Quilt. Thank you Rose!!! Our meeting 

was followed by a great lunch catered by ñRudyôs 

BBQò and everyone had a chance to spend more time 

together catching up on events.  
 

Our next 2 monthly meetings will be held at American 

Legion Post 76, due to the need for the extra space at 

Camp Mabry.  They are in the process of activating the 

36th Infantry Division to be sent to Iraq, for the 

purpose of shipping back equipment and troops for the 

final draw-down.  I will be making a presentation at 

our next meeting, September 18th, regarding ñThe 

Education Center ï at the Wall.ò  The Education 

Center will present the stories left at the Vietnam 

Memorial.  This will put faces on the Patriots whose 

names are engraved on the Wall.  It will be a healing 

place ï to remember those who died in Vietnam ï 

ñNever Shall They Be Forgotten.ò Recently, I along 

with a few other Patriots had the pleasure of meeting 

with Jan Scruggs, founder and president of Education 

Center at the wall.  The Center will be a moving 

presentation for remembrance of the 76 KIA from 

Austin; 3,416 Texans and the 58,000+.  It will have a 

wealth of information on the KIAs; the mementoes left 

at the wall and pictures of each on their birthdays.  
 

 In closing I would like to say a special thank you to 

Patriot Mike Tarpley, a Chapter 1919 Patriot from Big 

Spring, Texas for his continued Patriotic service and 

for that wonderful Purple Heart, Chapter 1919 

welcome sign (see page 6 photo) that he made for us. 

 

                                       Chapter Notes  
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WE HAVE A NUMBER OF THINGS 
REPORTED IN THIS ISSUE THAT 
ALL PATRIOTS WILL WANT TO 
KNOW ABOUT BUT AMONG THEM 
IS AN ARTICLE ON PAGE 12 THAT 
RECORDS MY PROUDEST 
MOMENT YET, THE RETURN OF A 
LOST WWII PURPLE HEART MEDAL 
TO A CARING FAMILY MEMBER 

 

 

      JOHN BURKHARDT  
      Commanderð Chapter 1919 

 



PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Greetings Ladies ! 
 

Weôve had LOTS going on since our 

last issue went to print, so letôs jump 

right in ! 
 

As many of you know, during the 

month of July, our organization 

suffered a great loss when we had two 

members of Unit 1919 pass away 

within a week of one another:  Mrs. 

Mary Frances Reilly Cowden, who 

served honorably in the Marine Corps 

during WWII, passed away on July 

27th at the age of 87 and Mrs. Sallie 

Castro, a Charter Member of Unit 

1919, and its first Treasurer, passed 

away on July 20th at the age of 83.  I 

highly encourage you all to attend our 

September meeting, at which time 

respect will be paid to both ladies with 

the draping of the Charter. 
 

In September, our Department of 

Texas President, Kathy Footman, will 

be stopping by for an informal visit.  

Also, the Department Commander (her 

husband) will be speaking to the men 

that day. 
 

At our National Convention we were 

proudly represented by Mrs. Elaine 

Rey, who went to the convention as 

our Region V President, but came 

home the newly elected LAMOPH 

National Junior Vice President. Unit 

1919 has had Ladies that served our 

organization at the national level   

before, but never at such high rank.  

So, congratulations Elaine.  If Mrs. 

Rey is available during our 

September meeting, we will look 

forward to a briefing from her on the 

highlights of the convention and any 

changes or upcoming events as they 

pertain to LAMOPH.  Very exciting! 
 

Lastly, I want to thank everyone 

who came out to Legion Post 76 on 

ñPurple Heart Day,ò  August 7th, 

and celebrated with us on the 228th 

anniversary of the creation of the 

award. A special thank you goes out 

to Mrs. Rose Weeden, who donated 

a gorgeous quilt of special design 

that she had especially made (see 

page 6) which brought in over 

$1,100 for our organization.  On a 

similar note, during our next meeting 

Mrs. Laurie Anne Hudgeons will 

have some leis, handmade by her 

daughter and herself, available as the 

dayôs  fund raiser (see page 9 for 

Laurie Anneôs photo). 
 

I look forward, as always, to seeing 

both new and familiar faces at our 

September 18th meeting.  

 
 Serving with pride, 

 Katherine 
 President, Unit 1919 

             COMMAND AND  

             PRINCIPAL STAFF 

 

CHAPTER / UNIT  

1919 
 

OFFICERS, MOPH CHAPT 1919 

 NOTE:  AREA CODES NOT LISTED ARE ( 512 ) 

 

              COMMANDER 

 JOHN BURKHARDT            497-5857 
          

  SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 

 LEE HAGAN            908-4289 
                              

  JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER 

 FRED HUDGEONS               258-4564         
 

  ADJUTANT 

 MILT CARR           343-7940 
           

            FINANCE OFFICER 

 JIM BROWN                          773-8274 
 

           SERVICE OFFICER 

 TONY MOORE                      417-4132 
                        

          PUBLIC RELATIONS 

 TONY GEISHAUSER             527-8495 
          

        JUDGE ADVOCATE 
  JAY KIMBROUGH                450-9400 
                     

                   CHAPLAIN 

 RUFUS DYE                           926-5691 
 

      AMERICANISM OFFICER 

ERNIE BANASAU             894-0644 
 

           WELFARE OFFICER 

 RAYMOND DIAZ                   444-6342 
 

         SERGEANT AT ARMS 

 RICHARD CONTRERAS        282-0467 

 

 

OFFICERS, LAMOPH UNIT 1919 
                

               PRESIDENT 

KATHERINE CONTRERAS   282-0467 

 

 SR VICE PRES., SECRETARY, CHAP 

 BETTY CEPEDA             278-0292 
 

      JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

 REGINA MARTINEZ              926-8598 
 

           TRUSTEES, 1-2-3 Yr 

ñJENNYò BANKSTON           252-1512 

LAURIE ANNE HUDGEONS  258-4564 

LINDA PENNINGTON            989-8176 
 

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR 

 JOSEPHINE MAYS                928-9238 
 

   SGT-AT-ARMS  & MARSHALL 

MARISOL CONTRERAS        791-7532 
 

HISTORIAN   

ELAINE BURKHARDT            479-5857 

       

         

 Unit Notes  
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THE ñPURPLE HEART DAYò CELEBRATION ON       
AUGUST 7TH WAS ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL EVENT. 
FOR US LADIES, ELROSE WEEDENôS QUILT RAFFLE 
FUND RAISER WAS A BIG HIT, THANKS ROSE !      
OUR KOREAN WAR WOUNDED PATRIOTS EACH   
RECEIVED A LETTER FROM GOVERNOR PERRY  
RECOGNIZING THEIR  SACRIFICE TO THE NATION IN 
THAT WAR THAT BEGAN 60 YEARS AGO.  THANKS TO 
COMMANDER BURKHARDTôS INITIATIVE FOR HAVING 
PERSONALLY MADE THAT HAPPEN FOR THOSE    
PATRIOTS.  NOW, EVERYONE COME ON SEPT 18th   
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 NEW MEMBERS  

Four new members have been added to the rolls of Chapter 1919 since last monthôs issue. 

Congratulations and welcome to: 

 

WILLIAM BARBER JR.  is an Army veteran who was wounded in Iraq on May 19, 2007. 
 

JESTER MARK T. GANGOSO is an Army Iraq veteran.  He was wounded April 28, 2004 when serving 

in Company C, 3-8 Cavalry, 39th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division. 
 

ALFRED D. LAPOOLE is an Army Iraq veteran, wounded when assigned to Company A, 3-8 Cavalry, 

Multi -National Division-North, Tikrit, Iraq, during operations February 24, 2007. 
 

DAVID A. MILLER is an Army Vietnam veteran, wounded July 7, 1969 when serving in Company A,  

1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Division. 

 ...Everybody, Here Are Your Opportunities To Socialize and Participate, Come Whenever You Can... 

CHAPTER MEETINGS  
We normally have four meetings each month; at dates, times and    
locations for the coming month printed at the top of page 1, and in  
abbreviated calendar format on the back cover, page 16.  Two are   
informal breakfast meetings, just for fun, at ñJimôs Restaurants,ò one 
in north Austin on the 1st Monday every month starting at 6:30am and 
the other in south Austin every 3rd Monday starting at 8am.  Chapter 
general membership meetings are normally scheduled on 3rd Saturday 
mornings monthly, starting at 10am. The chapterôs business meeting, 
labeled the ñstaff meetingò is held at noon on the Wednesday prior to 
the general membership meeting. All patriots are welcome at all the 
meetings, and you are welcome to bring guests along also. 

1st MONDAYôS BREAKFAST 
MEETINGðNORTH AUSTIN 

STARTS AT 6:30am 

FROM LEFT, RUFUS DYE, 
LEE HAGAN, JAMES LOGAN 
BROWN, HAROLD WEEDEN, 
JIM DEETER, HAL HUTH, 
MILT CARR, SEAN CARR, 
HOWARD MCKINNEY, BOB 
HEFFORD, JIM BROWN, 
FRED HUDGEONS AND 
FRED LORD 

CHAPTER MEETINGSðTHIS ONE WAS THE 3rd SATURDAY IN JANUARY 

CHAPTER COMMANDER, JOHN BURKHARDT PRESIDED AT THE HEAD TABLE, 
BREAKFAST WAS SERVED BY MARLENEôS KITCHEN, AND JOHN COLLINS,   
REPORTED PLANS FOR THE ñWHEELERS FOR THE WOUNDEDò EVENT THAT 
WAS HELD ON MAY 1st AT THE MARBLE FALLS   ADVENTURE PARK 

3rd MONDAYôS BREAKFAST        
MEETINGðSOUTH AUSTIN         

STARTS AT 8:00am 

FROM LEFT JIM DEETER, HAROLD 
WEEDEN, JOHN BURKHARDT, PAUL 
AND MILDRED ANDERSEN AND SEAN 
CARRðPHOTOS BY MILT CARR 



   ADJUTANTS CALL   
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N otice that our meeting location is changed.  

Donôt go to Camp Mabry, we wonôt be there, 

because military operational needs are preempting 

our use of the normal meeting place.  We are instead, 

being hosted by American Legion Post 76, see 

address and directions there on page 1. 
 

We have sustained the death losses of 

six Chapter 1919 Patriots and  two 

Ladies of the Auxiliary Unit just since 

last monthôs issue of PATRIOT 

BULLETIN.  Although a TAPS  entry 

is listed for each of them on page 15 in 

the customary place, that is a record 

number of reported deaths for a single 

month. So, those brief notices of their 

passing really are brief.  But, that 

doesnôt lessen the sense of loss. I had 

always considered the best part of 

being Adjutant was that it puts me in 

contact with so many of you, the very 

best of people anywhere, and people I 

would never have had the opportunity 

to get to know otherwiseðand that is the way it has 

turned out to be.  What I hadnôt anticipated was what 

a downer it would be to lose so many wonderful 

patriots and ladies in such a short time, and that has 

turned out to be a sad and hurtful part of this job. 

Several of them did important service for the chapter 

in the past and/or faithfully attended meetings.  Even 

with those who were distant members, most had 

shared phone visits.  Now our common bond is 

broken and the loss of all of them is keenly felt. 

 

Part of the reason for the number of losses being so 

high can be explained by the numbers themselves.  

Notice the statistics in the inset box.  Chapter 1919 is 

a large chapter in the department with the most 

membership, and it has the most by a wide margin. 
 

We have previously run some notices asking 

computer users to consider receiving the electronic 

version of this newsletter and forego delivery of their 

paper copy by the U.S. Mail.  You havenôt seen the 

notice in recent issues.  Thatôs not because it isnôt 

important, but only because we had too much to 

report that had higher priority at the time.  Only 

about fifteen percent of our members took us up on 

the offer so far and that isnôt nearly good enough of 

a response. We really do mean it, if 

you have a computer we would like 

for you to sign up in an effort to help 

save money for printing and mailing 

costs.  Second only to our Purple 

Heart Coffee Bar in the VA Clinic, 

publishing the newsletter has always 

been the next largest expense that our 

organization has, and recent increases 

in printing and postage costs have 

made this overall expense even 

greater.  The electronic version has 

its advantages. It is available a week 

to ten days before the paper copies 

begin to be delivered and the photos 

and graphics are in color with images 

that are generally sharper. There is 

always the option for you to print the 

electronic file if you want a paper copy, but most 

people simply read the newsletter on the computer 

monitor whenever convenient and as often as 

desired.  

 

Participation will have to dramatically increase if 

we are to achieve the savings needed.  So, we urge 

as many addressees as possible that are receiving 

this paper copy of the newsletter to help us out. To 

sign on all you have to do is just e-mail me at 

adjutant@purpleheartaustin.org (in order to make 

sure that we record your e-address correctly) and 

you will be notified by e-mail each month when the 

next issue of PATRIOT BULLETIN is posted on our 

Chapter Website. Meanwhile, your mailing lablel 

will be removed from the newsletter mailing list.  If 

at any time you decide this option is not for you, just 

let us know you want to cancel and you will again 

start receiving your newsletter by regular mail.   

 

                 ðMilt Carr, Adjutant, (512) 343-7940   

 
MOPH NATIONWIDE  

 MEMBERSHIP STATS  
BEGIN FY2011 NUMBERS 

TOP 10 DEPARTMENTS 

 

TEXASéééé.. éé.3,703 

CALIFORNIAé... éé.3,173 

FLORIDAééé.. éé.2,834 

PENNSYLVANIA. éé.2,631 

NEW JERSEYé. éé.2,384 

MICHIGANéé... éé.2,200 

NEW YORKéé. éé.1,929 

OHIOééééé. éé.1,618 

NORTH CAROLINA.....1,436 

MINNESOTAéé éé.1,221 
 

   ALL OTHERSéé...20,816  
 

        TOTALéééé..é.43,945 
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...Photo Report On The Last Chapter Meetingé 

PURPLE HEART DAY CELEBRATION           
...Saturday, August 7, 2010, American Legion Post 76...  

THE AMERICAN LEGION, TRAVIS POST 76 IS AT 
2200 VETERANS DRIVE, AUSTIN, TX 78703,  A 
HISTORIC BUILDING, ORIGINALLY THE HOME 
OF THE JOHNSON FAMILY, BUILT IN THE 1850ôs. 
THIS WILL BE OUR MEETING PLACE FOR THE 
NEXT TWO MEETINGS 

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER, 
LEE HAGAN GREETING        
ARRIVALS AT THE ENTRANCE 
FROM THE PARKING AREA. 
OUR NEW WELCOME SIGN 
WAS DONATED BY PATRIOT 
MIKE TARPLEY 

IN THIS PICTURE ARE PATRIOTS PETE SNELSON, JACK HADSELL, TONY MOORE, DON MORRISON, 
BOB WARD, FRED HUDGEONS, MILT CARR, JOHNNY CAMPBELL RUFUS DYE, JESS FARMER, LEE 
HAGAN, HOWARD MCKINNEY, DANNY BAKER, FRED LORD, WILL BEATTY, RICHARD CONTRERAS, 
JOHN WAGGONER, DENNIS HANSON, RUDY ALANIZ, HAROLD WEEDEN, PATRICK REILLY, AND 
FRANK PECK .   ALSO ATTENDING BUT NOT IN THE PICTURE WERE JOHN ELI, JOHN EVAN, JOE        
HARTNESS, JON MEDINA AND SEVERAL OTHERS THAT DID NOT SIGN IN 

COMMANDER JOHN 
BURKHARDT AND 
ELROSE WEEDEN 
CONDUCT A ñFUND 
RAISER.ò  ELROSE 
DONATED A QUILT 
THAT ATTRACTED 
ATTENTION AND  
SOME MUCH NEEDED      
FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

GUEST SPEAKER, ADITI  WORCESTER, IS INTRODUCED BY 
COMMANDER BURKHARDT.  THIS HIGHLY INTERESTING 
PRESENTATION FROM THE VIDEO-BIOGRAPHER, 
www.SaveTheirStory.com MAKES AVAILABLE AN EASY WAY 
FOR VETERANS (OR ANYBODY WITH A STORY TO TELL) TO 
PRESERVE THEIR MESSAGE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

THE KOREAN WAR BEGAN 60 YEARS AGO IN JUNE AND 55 PATRIOTS OF 
CHAPTER 1919 WERE  WOUNDED OF THAT CONFLICT.  THE GOVERNOR 
OF TEXAS SIGNED A LETTER OF APPRECIATION FOR EACH ONE AND 
COMMANDER BURKHARDT PRESENTED THEM TO THOSE ATTENDING 
THE MEETING. REMAINING LETTERS WERE MAILED TO PATRIOTS HOMES 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST 
IN CELEBRATION OF 
PURPLE HEART DAY, 
EVERYONE WENT 
THROUGH THE  
SERVING LINE AND 
ENJOYED THE BBQ 
LUNCH CATERED BY 
ñRUDYôsò 
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FOR PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS, AND TEXAS VETERANS, HERE ARE SOME NOTES ABOUT YOUR 

BENEFITS 
From time to time, PATRIOT BULLETIN undertakes to inform our recently joined members (and to remind 

our long-time members) about some of the more valuable veterans benefits, or ones most often asked about, 

for Purple Heart veterans in Texas; and to inform the membership of new or recently changed benefits for 

veterans, the provisions of which may not yet be well publicized or generally understood.  Starting hereé 

SPECIFICALLY FOR PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS     

Transportation, (512) 374-5010 and go thru the 

ñmenuò of pressing buttons and until you get a     

customer service representative who will mail you 

the blank forms for anything to do with military 

plates, including free Transfer of Purple Heart plates 

to a new vehicle.  Also, the Vehicle Titles and   

Registration office that serves your local community 

will have them available. 
 

FREE PARKING PRIVILEGES.  Texas Trans-

portation Code, Section 681.008 provides that, ñA 

vehicle on which license platesé(includes Purple 

Heart plates)...are displayed is exempt from the 

payment of a parking fee collected through a    

parking meter charged by a governmental authority 

other than a branch of the federal government, 

when being operated by or for the é(person who 

registered the vehicle...).ò  You need not feed coins 

into city parking meters in Texas when you park 

your Purple Heart plated vehicle. To avoid any   

misunderstanding it is advisable to check with your 

city officials to affirm its observance of state law 

providing free parking for other fee parking facili-

ties such as city airports because the Code also   

provides that, ñA governmental unit may provide by 

ordinance or order that exemption...also applies to 

payment of a fee or penalty imposed...for parking in 

a parking garage or lot or in a space with a limita-

tion on the length of time for parking.ò  Frequent 

flyers could have substantial savings in airport   

parking in those Texas cities that participate. If  

paying the fee could be a problem for you, then 

check with the airport first to confirm if they       

provide this benefit; and, if so, what limitations 

might apply. (Note: none of this applies to privately 

owned parking facilities; also, please be a good   

citizen and do not park in Handicap Parking spaces 

unless you also display a Handicap Placard or your 

plate has the handicap symbol).  Contôd on Pg 11... 

VA MEDICAL CARE.  If you have not already 

done so, you can present your proof-of-award of the 

Purple Heart and VA will register you for medical 

care in priority group 3 (same group as those with  

10 and 20 percent service-connected disabilities).  

Enrollees receive free medical care, that is, without 

assessment of co-payments.  The  only charges, and 

that does not necessarily apply in all cases, is that 

Pharmacy prescriptions may require a co-payment.  

The current VA rate is $8 for each 30-day supply of  

a prescription medication. This medical benefit for 

Purple Heart recipients was enacted by Congress 

over ten years ago.  On occasion we still find purple 

hearters, even some who are members of our Order, 

who are not aware of it. All who have been relying 

on some other health care system should carefully 

compare what they have now against what the VA 

will provide.  There is great potential here for some 

Purple Heart recipients to significantly reduce     

medical expenses by signing up. 
 

TEXAS PURPLE HEART LICENSE PLATES.  
You may register your car with Purple Heart Plates 

at your County Tax Assessor-Collectorôs Office for 

only $3 per year.  If you do not, you are not only   

losing out on saving whatever money you have been 

paying for your regular license plates every year; but 

you also miss out on certain free parking privileges 

(see below). 
 

FREE TRANSFER OF PURPLE HEART 

PLATES.  You can transfer Purple Heart Plates to 

your newly purchased vehicle without fee by the 

state.  In order to save the transfer fee you (or your 

car dealer) must use a ñspecial platesò transfer form 

(VTR-420 UT).   
 

TO OBTAIN FORMS.  Download forms from 

www.txdot.gov.  Or, call the Texas Department of 



Page 8 PATRIOT BULLETIN        

FRED G. HUDGEONS 
Army, Vietnam 

Patriot, Chapter 1919 
 

Fred Hudgeons was born in Gallup, New Mexico in 1944.  In 1957 his family 

moved to Grant, New Mexico and Fred went through Junior High School there.  

They moved again, to Santa Fe, and he was in High School there when Santa Fe 

celebrated the 350th anniversary of its establishment as a ñvillaò by Spanish officials 

in 1610 (making Santa Fe the ñoldest capital cityò in America ).  Part of that 

celebration included a company of paratroopers from the 101st Airborne Division 

jumping in at the local airport.  Fred was there and he was impressed by the 

demonstration.  Later he got his parents to sign a consent form so he could enlist     

in the Army.  He signed up, unit of choice, 101st Airborne Division.  Still only 

seventeen when he took the oath in Albuquerque and entered active duty on November 30, 1961, he would 

finish his high school education later by GED. 
 

He completed Basic and Infantry Advanced Individual Training (AIT) at Fort Ord, California in April 1962 

and was sent to Fort Benning, Georgia for Airborne training. After earning his ñjump wings,ò Fred arrived at 

Fort Campbell, Kentucky, home of the 101st Airborne in June 1962 and was further assigned to Company B, 

2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry in 2nd Brigade.  Only eight weeks into his airborne career, he sustained injuries 

to his left leg during a tactical training jump that took him off parachute status permanently.  He was soon put 

on orders for Korea. 
 

Fred Hudgeons had joined the Army to be in the paratroopers and he went through the training and did 

everything necessary to qualify.  That goal was cut short only two months into his first and what would be  

his only airborne assignment.  But, Fred soldiered on in an Army career for the next 24 years in peacetime 

and combat assignments that took him all over the world.  Here is a brief look at that those unit assignments 

and places.          
 

He served a 13 month tour in Korea in 2nd Battle Group, 32nd Infantry, 7th Infantry Division, then returned to 

the United States in 1963, assigned to the 2nd Armored Division at Fort Hood, Texas.  He arrived just in time 

to go with the 2nd Battalion, 41st Infantry when the entire division deployed to Germany on Operation ñBig 

Lift,ò an early version of what later became the ñReforgerò annual training exercises in 

Europe.  Soon after their return to Fort Hood, In December 1963, Fred reenlisted for 

Fort Ord, California.  He was with the Trainfire Committee there, during the early 

years of difficulties with the Trainfire system, until receiving an assignment   to 

Hawaii in 1965. 
 

Shortly after arrival in his new home at Schofield Barracks with Company C,         

2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, he was sent on a 90 day TDY 

training mission to Vietnam.  He arrived back from temporary duty only to go back 

again, that time for good, as the entire division deployed to CU CHI in January 

1966.  He was wounded by a sniper February 2, 1966, only a few days after arrival.  

He was shot through both feet, the bullet going through his left ankle and across    

the bones in his right ankle. 
 

With massive damage to his left ankle, Fred was medevacôd to Fitzsimmons Army 

Hospital in Denver, Colorado.  He says, ñI couldnôt do anything but crawl at first.    

I had to learn how to walk all over again, and I was in Fitzsimmons for a full year.  

Then I had to fight to avoid being medically retired.  The medical board agreed to 

let me out on a limited duty profile, but only close to the hospital where it would be 

PVT FRED G. HUDGEONS 
1962      

 

25th INFANTRY DIVISION 
ñTROPIC LIGHTNINGò     

PATCH 

27th INFANTRY REGIMENT 

WOLFHOUNDS               

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA 
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easy for them to call me back for reevaluation.  So, I trained AITôs at Fort Carson until 1968 and then 

received orders for Europe to the Berlin Command, despite the fact that I was still on Temporary Profile.  

In fact I remained on Temporary Profile for a number of years.ò  
 

Fred arrived in his assignment to the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry of the Berlin Brigade, but after being       

there only about three months all the medical profiles, he among them, were screened out and reassigned 

elsewhere in United States Army Europe (USAREUR).  Fred was sent to Aschaffenburg and the                

1st Battalion, 4th Infantry, 3rd Infantry Division.   
 

Describing it today, Fred says, ñAschaffenburg was a good assignment, but the 

next year, 1969, I volunteered for an inter-theatre transfer to go back to Vietnam.  

I was assigned to the 1st Logistics Command and sent to the Long Binh Depot 

where I became the ranking NCO for the Depotôs Open Storage.  That was the 

Armyôs biggest Open Storage Area anywhere in the world at that time and I was 

supervisor of the work force of 97 U.S. military and 63 Vietnamese civilian 

employees.  In early 1970, March or April, I donôt recall the date, it was during 

the night and I was in the barracks when we came under attack with mortar rounds being  fired into our 

area.  I was hit in the left leg by shrapnel and was quickly treated in the hospital there at Long Binh.  It was 

a substantial wound that has left me with a ten inch scar, but I refused to stay in the hospital, I didnôt intend 

to go through that again.  I went back to my unit the next day and resumed my duties, hobbling around on 

crutches for about eight or nine weeks. When my tour was up in 1970, I rotated home to Fort Carson, 

Coloradoò  
 

Fred was a Platoon Sergeant in the 620th Supply Depot at Fort Carson until 1975, then was sent to Fort 

Greely, Alaska to the Artic Test Center of Materiel Readiness Command.  In 1977 he was assigned to Fort 

Campbell, Kentucky working in the 101st Airborne Divisionôs Materiel Management Center (DMMC) and 

he went with them on two deployments to Europe for ñReforgerò exercises, and once to Panama on TDY, 

training the units there.  In 1979, Fred received orders back to Germany. 
 

He was part of the 1st Infantry Divisionôs ñoverrep groupò stationed near Stuttgart, in Boblingen, Germany.  

While there he met SGT Laurie Anne Yahne, and they were married in Switzerland during that overseas 

tour.  In 1981 they returned to the United States where Fred was assigned to Fort Sam Houston, Texas and 

the Office of the Post Commander, 5th Army Honor Guard.  He retired from the Army in San Antonio on 

March 31, 1985 and immediately moved to the Austin area to begin work at his second career as 

construction supervisor with MARCAM Contracting, where he remains employed at this writing some     

25 years later.  He joined the Military Order of the Purple Heart as soon as he discovered our local area 

chapter, and he is the currently serving Junior Vice Commander of Chapter 1919.  This month PATRIOT 

BULLETIN proudly salutes Patriot Fred G. Hudgeons.     
 

 

1st LOGISTICAL COMMAND 
VIETNAM                          
PATCH  

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER FRED 
HUDGEONS PRESENTS MOPHôs 
AFJROTC LEADERSHIP AWARD FOR 
2010 AT  LEANDER HIGH SCHOOL 

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS FRED AND 
SERGEANT LAURIE ANNE HUDGEONS 
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FOR MOPH CHAPTERS 
 

A big Texas ñThank Youò for your 
support at the National 
Convention.  Chapters with 
representation were #393, 723, 
1836, and 1849.  Our Region V 
Commander, Fred Rey was elected 
for a second term and so is readily 
available to help us with any issues 
we may need direction and advice 
on.  The main topic is keeping up 
the good work in recruiting new 
Patriots and in our efforts in 
contacting the up and coming 
generation that will be needing our 
help in how to join and how to 
enjoy what we do as a Purple 
Heart Band of Brothers.  
Remember, Lifetime membership 
is only $50.00. 
 

Make sure to turn in your Chapter 
Reports in a timely manner.  You 
must complete the required reports  
and they must be received by 
National  by the due date to 
receive your rebate money. 
Chapter annual ñLife Member 
Verification Reportsò are due at 
National by October 1st, if yours 
hasnôt been sent in already, do so 
now without delay.   
 

We must do our fund raisers for 
our Chapters to get monies needed 
to operate.  Department of Texas 
did not receive any money at 
National Convention.  As your 
Commander I will work diligently 
for our Texas Chapters and will let 
you know as soon as I hear 
anything further on funding. As 
Patriots in the Military Order of 
the Purple Heart, we must all work 
together and support all of our 
Chapters.  Remember Patriots if 
one of our Chapters is hurting, 
then we are all hurting.  As your 
Commander I am here to assist 
you in any way I can.  
 

God Bless Our Troops, 

God Bless America, 
 

John D. Footman 

Texas Department Commander 

(254) 681-8807 

Katfootman@yahoo.com 

FOR LAMOPH UNITS 
 

A great National Convention was 
enjoyed by everyone.  Texas was well 
represented by the Patriots and by the 
Auxiliaries.  Units attending were El 
Paso 393, San Antonio 1836, Austin 
1919, and Fort Worth 1849 and we 
came away with great news.   Texasô 
own, Elaine Rey, was elected 
National Junior Vice President, so for 
all you ladies in the Units 
everywhere, congratulations are in 
order when you next see her. 
 

We still have Life Membership for 
only $50.  Ladies, we need to get our 
families signed up too. So, talk your 
eligibles into joining LAMOPH. 
 

We are open to any suggestions on 
doing fund raisers to try to get monies 
for our Units.  If you have any ideas, 
please letôs share with our Texas 
Ladies.  We are in need of money to 
help with Unitsô budgets, so ladies 
share with each other different ideas 
that have worked for your Units. 
 

I want to remind our LAMOPH Units 
to make sure you have your EIN 
number and completed 990 forms.  If 
you should need help with any of 
these requirements by the IRS, please 
let me know, we have help waiting to 
assist you.  Mary Perez, President of 
the Ladies Auxiliary Unit 1836 has 
offered to give our Units any 
information they may need to get 
their EIN number and help to 
complete the 990 form. 
 

Ladies, if you have any questions or 
if our ñteamò can assist you, please 
call or e-mail. 

 

Keep our Troops and their families in 
your prayers, and,   
 

 

God Bless America, 
 

 

Kathy Footman, 

LAMOPH, Department President 

(254)681-8845 

Katfootman@yahoo.com 
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Prequel to 

Tributes 

 

In Memory Of Patriot 

SAMUEL BIER  
ARMY AIR FORCE, WWII, EUROPE, POW  

465th Bomb Group, 8th Air Force 

                                               RUFUS DYE 5/10 

 

In Memory Of Patriot  

WILLIAM J. DALLAS  
ARMY AIR FORCE, WWII, EUROPE, POW  

303rd BOMB GROUP, 8TH AIR FORCE 

WOUNDED IN THE AIR OVER GERMANY 

                                                RUFUS DYE 5/10 

 

In Memory Of  Patriot  

CARL H. KLEIN  
ARMY, WWII, WOUNDED IN FRANCE  

2nd BN, 38th INF, 2nd INFANTRY DIV 
 

                              DONALD MORRISON  5/10  

 

In Honor Of    

JOE S. CASTRO 

ARMY, WWII, PACIFIC 

Medic, 105th Inf, 27th Infantry Division 

Wounded on Saipan, June 21, 1944 

 

 by both RAY DIAZ & JENNYNE BILSKY  8/10  

 

In Memory Of  Patriot  

SERVANDO C. VARELA  
ARMY, WWII, WOUNDED IN NORMANDY  

COMPANY B, 300th ENGINEER BATTALION 
 

   by both RAY DIAZ & DON MORRISON  8/10  

 OTHER BENEFITS FOR TEXAS VETERANS.  
Many valuable benefits, in fact the majority of veterans      

benefits, are open to all (who satisfy eligibility require-

ments) but, have nothing to do with the Purple Heart or 

any other individual awards or decorations.  Here are 

several in that category that are of tremendous value. 

 

POST 9/11 G. I. BILL.  This only went into effect in 

August 2009.  It provided an expansion of benefits now 

enabling the newest generation of veterans, and for the 

first time, their family members, to fully cover the costs 

of obtaining a college degree.  Designed to pay for      

tuition and fees, books and living expenses, and to let 

career troops transfer those benefits to spouses and    

children, and it is cost free. The VA now reports that in 

this past school year benefit payments went out to more 

than 285,000 veterans or their qualified dependents and 

to their educational institutions.  At least a half-dozen of 

them are Chapter 1919 members and our other Iraq and 

Afghanistan wounded patriots ask more questions about 

this, especially the dependent transferability options, 

than any other benefits topic.  So, that is what  we will 

focus on in this issue.  The wording is too lengthy to   

reprint in entirety here,  but our oversimplification that 

follows here is not incorrect.  Servicemembers with at 

least 10 years active duty can transfer their benefit (for 

tuition only) to their spouse or dependent children.  

Spouses of servicemembers who have served at least      

6 years and agree to another 4-year contract can receive 

the money even sooner, and division of the benefits is 

also permissible (meaning the servicememberôs            

36 months of benefits can be split among the spouse and 

one or more children). To see everything the VA has to 

say about transferability of the G.I. Billôs education 

benefits, go to VAôs webpage on the subject:    

www.gibill.va.gov/gi_bill_info/ch33/transfer.htm. 

 

TEXAS ñHAZLEWOOD ACTò BENEFITS.   

Honorably discharged veterans who were Texas residents 

upon entry into the military, entered active duty in Texas, 

or declared Texas as ñhome of recordò at time of entry, 

and who have no federal educational benefits remaining, 

have lifetime ñHazlewood Exemption benefits;ò that being 

up to 150 hours of tuition and fee exemptions at state        

supported colleges and universities. A recent change now 

allows the veterans to transfer their unused hours to a 

child between the ages of 18 and 25.  More than one child 

can use it, but no more than one may be enrolled at a time. 

More information?  Visit the Texas Veterans Commission 

webpage: www.texas-veterans.com/education/hazlewood, 

or call the TVC toll free at 1-877-898-3833. 
 

TEXAS RESIDENCE HOMESTEAD               

EXEMPTION FOR VETERANS WITH            

100 PERCENT DISABILITY.  Beginning with tax 

year 2009, state law requires that the homestead (principal 

residence) of a veteran having either a 100% VA disability 

rating, or who is compensated at the 100% level due to 

individual unemployability,  be exempt from any calcula-

tion of property taxation.  Regardless of the number of 

taxing units (school districts, utility districts, hospital    

districts) in which the veteranôs homestead may be, the       

appraisal district will report the homeôs value as $0 

(meaning the veteran pays no property taxes on his home).  

It isnôt automatic.  Eligible disabled vets must apply for 

the exemption with their County Appraisal District and 

provide a current certification letter from the VA proving 

the disability rating.  We are still finding 100 percent    

disabled veteran homeowners who do not know about this.  

They have already missed out on two yearôs of exemptions 

because applications must be completed between January 

1st and April 30th.  Big dollars are at stake here, and 

thereôs no time like the present to get ready for next year. 

Contôd from  PAGE 7 ðPURPLE HEART and / or  SELECTED OTHER VETERANS BENEFITS  
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PATRIOT BIRTHDAYS 
Of the TEXAS CAPITAL CHAPTER 
 1 RAMON R. CORONADO 

 1 OSCAR R. SEGURA 

 2 RUBEN N. MARTINEZ 

 2 GILBERT R. MONTOYA 

 3 RICKI LEE (RICK) GLENN 

 3 WILLIAM E. DOOLITTLE 

 4 ROBERT W. PETERSON 

 4 WILLIAM D. (BILL) WISCHMEYER 

 6 ROBERT L. WARD 

 8 FRED M. (DOC) COX 

 8 WELDON W. TAYLOR 

 9 FELIX B. SILVA JR. 

 10 EDWARD D. (ED) JONES 

 12 JAMES G. DRIETH 

 12 WILLIAM S. BARBER JR. 

 12 JERRELL W. HUDMAN 

 12 LONNIE GARZA 

 12 BRIAN D. MCCLUSKEY 

 14 JAMES L. PREVATT 

 14 JACK G. LEDFORD 

 14 SAMUEL (SAM) FLORES 

 14 ROBERT H. (BOB) HARWOOD 

 15 MILFORD A. TUCKER 

 15 ROBERT A. WHITMAN 

 15 HERMAN C. HAYDON 

 16 ROBERT R. JONES 

 18 RENESSA GERHARDT 

 19 HARRY W. LINBARGER 

 19 JOHN E. (JOHNNIE) HOLUB 

 20 JOHNNY E. MANLEY 

 20 SCOTT C. (BIG SARGE) GARRETT    

 21 STANLEY M. JANKIEWICZ 

 21 DENVER K. MORRIS 

 21 RODOLFO (RUDY) ALANIZ 

 21 JAY T. KIMBROUGH 

 22 RAYMOND M. DIAZ 

 23 JOHN B.(BOB) BEST 

 23 ROBERT S. HACKNEY 

 23 JOHN SCHMIDT III 

 23 RALPH W. WATSON 

 24 ONDRE S. AIKEN 

 24 FLOYD H. (SONNY) LACKEY 

 25 JOE VELASQUEZ 

 25 ROBERTO MORENO 

 25 HENRY A. PAPKE 

 26 JOSEPH W. RUANE, III 

 26 PAUL R. HOLSTIN 

 27 JOEL W. LEHMAN 

 27 GREG A. SCOTT 

 28 ERNESTO G. (ERNIE) JIMENEZ  JR. 

 28 TOBY COLON 

 30 JONATHAN D. (JON)  

 1 NICHOLAS SCHOON 

 2 CHARLES E. BONNEY 

 2 JOSEPH ZORNICK 

 3 DANA M. BECKER 

 4 FRED E. LORD 

 4 ARNOLD E. (A.E.) KAUFFMAN 

 5 JASON E. WORSDALE 

 5 THOMAS A. LYKE 

 6 JOHNNIE L. MATL 

 7 FOY W. WATSON 

 7 JOHN A. HENNEN 

 7 ALVIN LANGHAMER 

 8 JOHN T. (JACK) HODES 

 8 JOHN E. (JACK) ESHELMAN 

 9 RAYMOND T. (TOM) HARP     10 STANLEY B. WILLBANKS 

OCTOBER 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR THE  
LADIES AUXILIARY  

 September Birthdays  Are: 
  

2      MARILYN SWAN                   9    MARISON CONTRERAS 

4      VELIA CASTILLO                15    MICHELLE COLLINS 

5      BARBARA CARR                16    JOHNNIE MATL 
7      MARY CONTRERAS           17    ELIZABETH LARSON 

                                             20    VIRGINIA LARSON 

 

     ðKATHERINE CONTRERAS, Unit President 

SEPTEMBER 

POSTHUMOUS WWII PURPLE HEART 

RETURNED TO FAMILY  

COMMANDER BURKHARDT PRESENTS RECOVERED MEDAL TO WWII 
SOLDIERôS NEPHEW, TONY DAVEE, AS PATRIOTS JIM BROWN (L, 
AND PATRICK REILLY (R, ARE THERE TO WITNESS 
 

A construction worker (name withheld at his request) recently 
contacted Chapter 1919 saying that he was with a crew    
cleaning up a foreclosed property for a bank and when        
removing accumulated garbage, they came across a Purple 
Heart with engraving ñPVT Estell A. Spinks.ò  The others 
wanted to just throw it away, and even when he said, ñNo, he 
would save it,ò they suggested he sell it on E-Bay.  He then 
tried to trace it but only found the name listed on the National 
WWII data base entry by the National Archives & Records 
Administration; Status DOW.  I contacted the worker, took 
custody of the medal and informed him that he would be kept 
posted on the outcome.  Thanks to the internet, we found 
DOW means, ñDied of Wounds.ò  In further searching we 
found Private Spinks was assigned to Company K, 253rd    
Infantry Regtiment, 63rd Infantry Division; wounded on     
December 24, 1944 and died of wounds the following day.  It 
was further found that Private Spinksô Nephew, Tony Davee, 
had made an inquiry on ñFamily Treeò almost ten years prior, 
requesting information regarding his uncleôs military service.  
After further research we were able to locate Tony Davee, 
once again searching the internet ñWhite Pages.ò   
 

After contacting Tony, we were able to set a time and place to    
present the Purple Heart to him and let him know we are very 
proud of him for keeping the memory of his Uncleôs Military 
Service alive as a matter of importance.  This was truly a 
wonderful moment, returning the Purple Heart together with 
the Gold Star Motherôs Pin that was also in the case. 
 

         ðJOHN BURKHARDT, Chapter Commander 


